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P^isbnl  Sten-UT? 


Medical  school  twice: 
in  English,  then  Spanish 


ASUNCION,  Paraguay  (BP)— 
Tom  Kent  sweated  out  medical 
school  two  decades  ago.  But  to  get  a 
permanent  medical  license  in 
Paraguay,  the  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  just  finished  going  through 
medical  training  all  over  again. 

The  47-year-old  Louisiana  native 
has  struggled  through  six  years  and 
30  different  medical  exams— all  in 
Spanish— to  get  medical  validation 
from  the  University  of  Asuncion. 
What’s  more,  he  did  it  while  working 
at  Baptist  Hospital  in  Asuncion, 
where  he’s  been  practicing  since  1976 
with  temporary  permits. 

The  permits  served  their  purpose, 
but  Kent  had  to  obtain  a  permanent 
license  to  keep  practicing  medicine 
in  Paraguay. 

“Repeating  medical  school  after  20 
years  was  not  something  I  wanted  to 
do,”  Kent  admitted  after  finishing. 
“It  was  tough  enough  in  1958-62,  but  it 
was  even  harder  20  years  later  in 
Spanish,  after  medical  knowledge 
has  doubled  every  five  years.” 

Kent  flunked  the  first  exam  in 
biophysics.  After  that  defeat  he  seri¬ 
ously  considered  calling  it  quits  and 
^turning  to  private  practice  in  the 
nited  States. 

“I  had  no  desire  at  all  to  submerge 


By  Breena  Kent 

myself  in  a  detailed  study  of 
biophysics  when  there  were  so  many 
pe<^le  to  care  for,”  he  said.  “But  I 
felt  God  calling  me  to  Paraguay,  so  I 
prayed  that  he  would  change  my 
mind  and  give  me  a  strong  desire  to 
study.” 

Kent’s  prayer  was  answered.  For 
the  next  four  months  he  actually  had 
“fun”  studying  facts  that  were  only 
theories  when  he  first  encountered 
them. 

The  anatomy  exam  was  even- 
worse.  The  anatomy  professor  told 
Kent  that  every  American  who’d 
taken  his  exam  had  failed  it.  For  an 
entire  year  the  missionary  dissected 
cadavers  with  other  medical  stu¬ 
dents  and  struggled  to  memorize 
7,0(X)  pages  of  the  French  system  of 
anatomy  translated  into  Spanish. 

“At  5  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
anatomy  exam,  I  was  ready  to  pack 
my  bags  and  return  to  the  United 
States,”  Kent  said.  “But  my  wife 
prayed,  ‘Lord,  whatever  they  ask  of 
him,  let  him  be  able  to  answer.' 
Seven  of  the  eight  subjects  on  that 
exam  I  had  been  over  within  the  prior 
24  hours,  and  the  eighth  within  two 
weeks.  My  exam  grade  was  100!” 

Judi  Kent,  in  fact,  made  a  habit  of 
praying  in  the  car  outside  the  medi¬ 


cal  faculty  building  while  her  hus¬ 
band  took  exams  inside.  Often  she 
waited  all  day  for  him  to  finish. 

Even  after  completing  medical 
school,  Kent  faced  a  possible  three- 
year  wait  for  his  license  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  and  signed  by  government 
authorities.  But  one  day  before  his 
Feb.  11  departure  for  furlough  in 
Louisiana,  the  wait  came  to  a  sur¬ 
prising  end. 

“One  of  the  key  secretaries  fainted 
while  I  was  waiting  in  the  (govern¬ 
ment)  office  for  my  papers,  and  I  at¬ 
tended  her,”  Kent  explained.  “Her 
friend  was  the  woman  who  was  to 
type  them,  so  in  appreciation  she 
typed  them  straight  away.  I  arrived 
at  the  Ministry  (rf  Health  to  get  them 
signed  just  as  they  were  closing,  but 
the  secretary  was  a  Christian  and  de¬ 
lighted  that  I  had  gotten  my  title  re¬ 
validated.  Ten  minutes  before  the  of¬ 
fice  closed  I  got  my  Paraguayan 
license  number.” 

When  he  gets  back  to  Paraguay 
next  year,  Kent  will  be  able  to  devote 
a  lot  more  time  to  church  planting 
and  medical  ministry,  including 
mobile  clinics  in  rural  areas  and 
training  Baptist  medical  workers. 

(Breena  Kent,  daughter  of  Tom 
and  Jndi  Kent,  is  studying  Jour¬ 
nalism  at  Louisiana  Collie.) 


Hammering  away  at  housing  needs 


By  Sherri 

CANADATOWN,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Because  of  the  hard  work,  dedicadoo, 
and  enormous  commitment  of  a  group  of  Kentucky  college  students,  the 
Canada  family  is  now  settled  in  a  brand  new  house. 

The  Canadas,  along  with  their  three  children,  live  in  the  Appalachian 
mountains  of  Kentucky  where  unem|doyment  is  a  fact  of  life.  Boarded 
coal  mines  overlook  their  valley,  sendng  as  silent  rNnindm  of  better 
days. 

But  in  spite  of  the  problems  that  mass  unmnployroent  Inings,  the 
pec^de  who  live  here  an  rductant  to  leave.  Jim  Kelson,  director  of 
student  srtaistries  at  nearby  Oomberiand  Odkge,  explained  why: 
"Thdr  si^port  system  is  Canadatown.” 

Residents  of  Oanadatown  have  leaned  to  cope  with  jMverty  and  its 
attendant  problems  in  creative  ways.  Gcarald  Canada  built  Us  family’s 
first  home.  Linda  Canatto  recalled  his  work  with  (Hide.  "Gerald  built 
that  house  hhpsdf.  HaJumled  wood  from  trash  piles  and  homes  that 
warsn’t  used  anymore.  We  didn’t  q>cnd  a  dime  building  it  ’cause  we 
di^’t  have  a  d^  to  iq>end.” 

Rew»QDdiiv  to  tUa  kind  of  dogged  detcrnttintion  and  the  enisling 
needs  of  tl|f  area,  stadi^  from  neu^  Pn|pri«Mi  College  formed 
Mouptam  OuWeadt  Wttfr  hdp  from  missinn  teams  assigned  by  the 
Home  lurnkm  Board,  Mountain  Ootrepch  bidlt  five  houses  for  needy 
families  during_the  summer  of  1983. 

For  homes  built  at  an  average  cost  of  |3,S0M$i9ll,  recipients  of 
homes  must  pay  the  cost  of  materials  with  a  18-year,  intermwrae  loon 
from  Mountain  Oubreach. 

Groups  diat  work  with  Mountain  Outreach  are  required  to  bring 
$2,000  for  materials  and  supply  their  own  room  and  board.  Teena^rs 
frmn  First  Baptist  Church.  Ellisville,^llio.,  helped  Mountain  Outreach 
volunteers  build  the  last  two  homes,  taKteilag  the  Canadas.’ 

"Our  kids  were  used  to  ‘^amour’  toon,’’  said  Sk^  Lloyd,  voutn 
director  at  the  dnircfa.  "‘niey'dgoonachoirtour.riagaosaosrttnttie 


Aathsny 

evening  and  spend  their  days  in  Silver  D(41ar  City.  This  year  I  wanted 
them  to  see  a^  expoience  missions.” 

Lloyd  contacted  Esttier  Burroughs  in  the  HMB’s  q|)ecial  mission 
ministries  department  and  she  suggested  they  w(»k  with  Mountain 
Oitreach.  Said  Burrou^,  "1  encourage  youth  leaders  to  balanre  their 
programs  between  activities  that  give  something  to  kids  and  activities 
that  require  something  of  kids.” 

In  Cimadatown,  the  EUisville  group  quickly  learned  to  pound  nails, 
mix  concrete  and  saw  wood.  For  six  days,  they  ate  bolofMiandwldioB 
and  drMik  KooLAid,  often  sharing  with  community  children  iHm  came 
to  watch  the  co»truction. 

Team  mepiber  Barb  Olano,  with  one  dustcovered  child  in  her  arms  i 
and  two  others  hanging  to  btf  Uue  Jeans,  confided,  “Whan  1  first  got  ' 
here,  I  was  real  wonled  about  my  nagemalls.’’  She  gtimeed  at  bar 
chipi^,  broken  nails;  the  raspbory  pdiah  was  almost  gone.  "You 
know  i^at?  They  don’t  mattar.” 

On  the  last  day  in  Canadatown,  the  EUlisville  youth  turned  down  the 
chaperone’s  suotcriion  of  (piitting  early  for  a  swim  party.  They  wanted 
to  work  as  long  as  they  could. 

But  their  new-Jound  commitment  didn’t  end  there.  At  Cht|ptinas,  a 
group  returned  to  Canadatown  bringing  clothes  and  toys  for  the  frianda 
tiiey  had  made  during  tiie  summer. 

Uoyd  observed,  “As  trite  as  it  sounds,  today  these  Uds  have  a  diffe¬ 
rent  view  of  life  than  whan  fliey  arrived  at  Cnadatown.” 

For  Robert  Day,  a  Qimberiand  Collage  student  who  helped  begin 
yoMHtoin  Outrea^,  tiud  cUHerent  view  of  life  raises  a  big  question. 
"How  much  do  I  sacrifice  for  those  less  fortuaste  flum  I?’’  be  asked 
thoughtfrdly.  “I  don’t  know  tiie  newer,  but  I  doknowBud  teoutd  sal 
everytoing  I  have,  move  out  hiye,  live  as  thqtdo.  but  it  wortdn’tbe  tte 

same:  because  I  coidd  leave.”  Mhalan  Beard’ 


Water  Valley  destruction 

This  is  about  ail  that  is  left  of  tha  buildings  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Water  Vailay, 
whore  a  tornado  stamped  out  tho  cantor  of  town  Saturday  aftomoon.  The 
church's  steeple  was  expected  to  fall  at  any  time.  Two  of  the  four  columns  hadn't 
been  found  yet.  The  educational  building  and  family  life  center  were  wiped  out. 
Mississippi  Baptists  sent  their  disaster  team  into  town  to  help  ¥vlth  feeding  the 
victims  and  begin  clean  up  operations.  Story  on  page  3,  more  photos  on  page 
6.— (Tim  Nicholas  photo) 

Home  studies  in  Cali 

I  CALI  Colombia— Nine  Bible  study 

^  ^  groups  have  been  launched  in  homes 

of  members  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
^  j  (}all,  Ck)lombia.  The  effort  is  related 

ST  Dtdlar  City.  This  year  I  wanted  Colombian  Baptist  Conven- 

tion’s  theme:  “A  Pec^e  Marching 
s  in  the  HMB  *  Triumphantly  with  the  Bible  in  the 

{ested  t^  w(»k  with  Mount^  Family.”  Pastor  Ramon  Medina, 
age  youto  leadm  to  balaiw  tii^  who  also  is  executive  secretary  of  the 

e  something  to  kids  and  activities  convention,  spearheaded  the  em- 

,  „  phasis  on  the  family’s  role  in 

p  quickly  learned  to  pouDd^,  evangelism. 
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God's  Blank  Chock 


Planned  growth  in  giving 


A  new  concept  in  Southern  Baptist  cent  hoped  for  in  funds  for  the  two  result  of  a  study  of  Southern  Baptist 

Convention  missions  potential  during 
Plans  of  action  call  for  1984  to  be  a  quarter  of  this  century.  A  21- 

year  of  preparation  and  for  1985  to  be  person  committee  was  established 
the  kick-off  year.  Activities  will  get  during  the  convention  in  1974  when 
under  way  in  January  and  F ebruary  Owen  Cooper  of  Mi^issippi  was  pres- 
next  year  with  national  seminars  in  ident.  The  comnriittee  reported  in 
four  locations.  They  will  be  Jan.  7  to  Mission  Thrust  was 

11  in  a  western  state,  Jan.  16  to  18  in  motion  the  next  year, 

the  Dallas  area,  Feb.  4  to  8  at  Shocco  Julius  Thompson,  consult^!  in  the 
Springs  Baptist  Conference  Center  in  Stewardship  and  Cooperative 
Alabama,  and  Feb.  25  to  March  1  at  Promotion  Department  for  the 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Missi^ssippi  Baptist  Convention 
Center  in  North  Carolina.  ®oard,  is  the  Mississippi  director  for 

^  .  ...  .  .  Planned  Growth  in  Giving.  The  State 

One  of  the  key  factors  in  the  proj^t  chairman  is  James  Yates , 

will  be  seminars  in  each  state.  The  ^  p^^st  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
seminar  leaders  in  the  states  will  be  Charles  Pickering,  a  Laurel  attorney 
asked  to  participate  in  one  of  the  na-  president  of  the  Mississippi  Bap- 

lonal  seminars  m  pr^aration  for  invention,  is  also  on  the  task 

leading  their  o«m.  The  national  ^eUy,  executive 

seminar  nearest  to  Missi^ssippians  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Missis- 
will  be  the  one  at  Sh^co  Sprin^in  ^  ^  Convention  Board  and 
AlabamathatistobeFebJ.to8.That  Alexander,  director  of  the  Ste- 
is  also  the  date  of  the  Mississippi  wardship  and  Cooperative  Program 
Evangehsm-Bible  inference.  The  Promotion  Department. 
nex  nearest  would  one  in  the  Q^^ers  on  the  task  force  are  In- 
**"/^,  ^*  ^?*  ..  gram  Foster,  Prentiss  layman; 

^  ..  Bobby  Perry,  Gulf  Coast  Association 

director  of  missions;  J.  W.  Brister. 


stewardship  is  Planned  Growth  in  missions  boards 
Giving.  It  may  be  awhile  before  the 
term  becomes  commonplace  in  the 
church,  but  it  would  be  well  for 
church  members  to  begin  to 
familiarize  themselves  with  what  it 
means. 

According  to  the  planners.  Planned 
Growth  in  Giving  is  “a  15-year,  15- 
step  growth  plan  in  giving  for  indi¬ 
viduals,  families,  churches,  associa¬ 
tions,  and  conventions.  It  is  a  call  for 
commitments.” 

The  stated  purpose  is  “to  under¬ 
gird  the  churches  and  enable  Bap¬ 
tists  to  achieve  their  adopted  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  objectives.” 

Actually,  if  Planned  Growth  in  Giv¬ 
ing  is  to  be  an  effective  factor  in  Bold 
Mission  Thrust,  it  will  have  to  be  a 
grass  roots  movement,  if  indeed 
there  is  such  a  thing  among  Southern 
Baptists.  The  Baptist  concept  is  that 
the  church  is  the  highest  level  of  op¬ 
eration,  so  grass  roots  might  hardly 
be  the  proper  term.  The  idea  is  that 
the  wave  of  giving  that  would  mean 
dramtically  increased  funds  for 

Southern  Baptists’  two  missions  Giving  have  been  established  for  the  uiicviA/a  ui  iiitaoiuito,  •#.  ■  “■  ■  ■  - - -  " 

boards  would  have  to  initiate  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  for  Hinds-Madison  Association  director  -w-k  -■  • 

churches.  The  final  goal  is  to  provide  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  of  missions;  Alan  Day,  First,  rC C  I  \ 

atleast75percentof  the  money  going  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  McComb,  pastor;  Leon  Young,  l/^CXXXX 

to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  task  force  has  outlin^  particulars  Lauderdale  Association  director  of 

through  the  Cooperative  Program  the  national  seminars  and  the  missions;  Raymond  Lloyd,  First,  -  *1 

for  use  for  the  two  missions  boards,  state  seminars  and  has  detailed  the  starkville,  pastor;  Charles  Nestor,  QPPTl  ft  POTl  TTOV PTftl  I 

In  order  to  accompUsh  this,  church  responsibilities  of  the  state  task  First,  Bruce,  pastor;  Larry  Fields,  w 

members  will  be  challenged  to  in-  forces.  Associations  and  churches  Harrisburg,  Tupelo,  pastor;  Earl  By  Toby  Dmin 

crease  their  giving  through  their  will  be  asked  also  to  estebU^  task  Craig,  First,  Jackson,  pastor;  Harry  DALLAS  (BP)— The  ministry  of  Okla.,  where  former  SBC  President 

churches  by  scwne  percent  each  year  forces,  and  the  naUonal  t^k  force  Lucenay,  Temple,  HatUesburg,  pas-  longtime  Southern  Baptist  evangelist  Bailey  E.  Smith  is  pastor, 

beginning  in  1985  and  going  until  2000.  has  suggested  responsibilities  for  tor;  Jimmy  McGee,  First,  Grenada,  James  Robison  and  his  new  as-  Tom  Melzoni,  executive  director  of 

In  like  manner,  once  the  members  groups.  pastor;  Gordon  Sansing,  First,  sociate,  Milton  Green,  is  causing  con-  church  ministries  at  First  Church, 

have  stepped  up  their  giving,  the  r ollowmg  1^,  the  years  of  1986  Vicksburg,  pastor;  and  Tommy  troversy  in  the  denomination.  Dallas,  said  he  asked  Pastor  W.  A. 

churches  will  be  challenged  to  in-  ai^  1987  have  been  dwignated  as  In-  Tutor,  Oakhurst,  Clarksdale,  pastor.  “I  am  concerned,”  says  James  T.  Criswell  to  postpone  Robison’s 
crease  the  portion  going  from  the  trough  If  Planned  Growth  in  Giving  works  Draper  Jr.,  president  of  the  Southern  speaking  engagement  in  1983  “until 

church  to  the  sUte  convention  by  20(»  have  b^n  designated  as  Nurture  as  it  is  designed  to,  there  would  be  a  Baptist  Convention  and  pastor  of  there  could  be  some  clear  definition 

some  percent  each  year  through  the  and  Growth  Years.  dramatic  growth  in  giving  aU  along  First  Church,  Euless,  Texas.  “It  is  a  of  where  James  Robison  stood 

same  period.  The  purpose  for  Planned  Growth  in  the  line.  The  jrt'bjections  note  there  jM-oblem  all  over  the  country.  It  has  theologically.”  Melzoni  added  he 

The  same  will  hold  true  for  state  Giving  is  to  provide  the  funds  would  be  a  seven-fold  growth  in  local  divided  friends;  it  has  affected  doubts  “very  seriously”  if  Robison 

conventions  until  when  the  wave  gets  whereby  the  concepts  of  Bold  Mission  church  giving,  a  10-fold  growth  at  the  churdies.”  will  be  rescheduled, 

to  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention  Thrust,  adopted  by  the  Southern  Bap-  state  convention  level,  and  a  12-fold  Over  the  past  two  years,  seminars  o  iioHiva/,  mt 

budget  it  would  provide  the  75  per-  tist  Cmivention  in  1977,  may  be  car-  growth  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  sponsored  by  the  James  Robison  bnuth  ^d  he  CMceUed  ^ause  I 
- - - - -  ...I  _  I.— ^  n«l  out.  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  the  vention.  EvangelisHc  Association  sndfeatur.  afraid  iMti^ld  teach  that  sort  of 

ingTe  Bible  teething  of  Green,  a  “’“sm“d?ed  “gSI 

onetime  c^cle^rfr^  ^.^  3^'-,  “Tvite^^'ey 

.  .  KUnJs  ot’parHcYpanfr!”  11  Ptaaoh  unity ^t  U«  s^  have 

ITT!  TYll  QQl  OTl  Southern  Baptist.  (Critics  see  in  the  =  lifsatimp  ” 

seminars  charismatic  teachings,  in-  .  ^  ' 

eluding  emphases  on  healing  and  Robison  now  is  a  frequent  speaker 
1 1  I  demonology  and  an  anti-local  Pentecostal  services.  (Critics  say 

-I-Xwll  church,  anti-pastor  bias.  he  is  at  best  no  longer  preaching 

^  .  Draper,  who  is  Robison’s  pastor  at  “traditional  Southern  Baptist”  doc- 

the  Euless  church,  said  he  is  con-  trines  and  at  worst  simply  no  longer  a 
Sion,  which  is  assembling  the  net-  cemed  about  what  he  thinks  is  an  ex-  Southern  Baptist, 
work.  treme  emphasis  on  the  demonic  and  Robison  was  ask^  if  he  now  is  a 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  president  of  the  an  abuse  of  the  doctrine  of  healing,  charismatic  and  said:  “I  don’t  want 
commission  and  A(CTS,  called  the  One  long-time  Robison  associate,  to  call  myself  anything.  If  I  say  I  ^ 
event  the  largest  dinner  meeting  in  Freddie  Gage,  severed  a  25-year  re-  ®  charismatic .Jhat’s  like  saymg 
the  Southern  Baptist  history.  More  lationship  over  Robison’s  ties  with  I  am  not  a  Baptist,  and  then  Baptists 


^WAV6.T»W.^ 
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Stuckey  resigns 
as  Iowa  chief 

By  Bob  Terry 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  ( BP  i— Robert 
H.  Stuckey,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship,  resigned. 

His  resignation  came  two  days 
after  the  Fellowship’s  administra¬ 
tive  committee  voted  11-0  not  to  ex¬ 
press  confidence  in  Stuckey’s  ability 
to  lead  the  state  or  oversee  the  affairs 
of  the  Fellowship.  Although  Ihe  ad¬ 
ministrative  committee  has  no  au¬ 
thority  to  dismiss  the  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Stuckey  acknowledged  his 
resignation  was  prompted  by  the 
committee’s  action. 

According  to  Administrative 
Committee  Chairman  Mike  McKin-- 
ney,  pastor  of  Ashworth  Road  Baptist 
Church  in  West  Des  Moines,  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  committee  spent  almost 
10  hours  in  session  before  reaching  its 
unanimous  conclusion. 

“We  finally  decided  the  informa¬ 
tion  available  to  us  indicated  Bob 
Stuckey  had  lost  his  ‘fellowsh^’ 
within  our  state,”  McKinney  said. 

The  administrative  committee’s 
vote  of  no  confidence  came  only  two 
weeks  after  the  same  committee  up¬ 
held  Stuckey’s  dismissal  of  Missions 
Division  Director  David  Morgan. 
However,  McKinney  insisted  the  two 
incidents  were  unrelated. 

Stuckey,  who  was  elected  to  the 
Iowa  position  in  October  1981,  told 
Word  and  Way  ( the  Missouri  Baptist 
newspaper)  “too  many  decisions  are 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  executive 
director.  “Our  newly  developing 
state  organization  operates  with  in¬ 
adequate  policies  and  guidelines  to 
protect  the  executive  director  from 
administrative  and  judgment  er¬ 
rors,”  he  said. 

(Terry  edits  the  Missouri  Word  and 
Way.) 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


A  door  handle  was  all  that  pre¬ 
vented  Guy  Reedy,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Water  Valley,  from 
being  blown  away. 

Saturday  afternoon,  about  5:30,  a 
tornado  scooped  out  about  half  of 
Water  Valley,  a  north  Mississippi 
town  of  4,500,  taking  with  it  scores  of 
homes,  businesses,  and  most  of  First 
Baptist  Church. 

At  the  time,  Reedy  had  just  left  and 
electrician  in  the  sanctuary  and 
headed  for  his  car.  “I  realized  from 
the  noise  I  was  in  trouble,”  said 
Reedy.  He  returned  to  the  back  of  the 
sanctuary,  but  wind  pressure  pre¬ 
vented  his  opening  the  door. 

A  chimney  effect  between  the 
buildings  began  pulling  Reedy  away. 
“Had  it  not  been  for  the  handles  (on 
the  door),”  said  Reedy,  “I  really 
would  have  been  sucked  out  of 
there.” 

Reedy  came  through  with  only 
minor  cuts  and  abrasions.  The  elec¬ 
trician  stayed  safe  in  the  only  church 
building  that  still  stands.  The  educa¬ 
tion  building  and  family  life  center 
were  destroyed. 

But  an  estimated  15  persons  lost 
their  lives  in  the  several  tornadoes 
which  hit  Mississippi  counties  Satur¬ 
day,  only  a  day  before  Blaster. 

Most  of  the  lives  were  lost  in  a 
shopping  area  a  block  from  the 
church  in  Water  Valley.  A  Jones 
Supermarket,  Western  Auto,  Texaco 
station,  and  a  Quik  Stop  store  were 
rubble  after  the  storm  struck. 

Digging  out  began  immediately, 
though  not  everyone  was  account^ 
for  even  the  next  afternoon. 

Among  the  volunteers  were  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  who  responded  in¬ 
dividually  and  in  groups  quickly. 
James  Griffin,  a  member  of  Sylva 
Rena  Church,  and  a  plumber,  volun¬ 
teered  to  help  cut  off  gas  to  damaged 
houses. 

Wayne  Eubanks  and  his  son 
Wayne,  members  of  First  Church, 
Ackerman,  spent  Saturday  night  in 
their  van,  working  the  Mississippi 
emergency  side  band  net,  helping  es- 
tabli^  contact  between  victims  and 
relatives  and  rescue  workers. 

(Hilaries  Austin,  a  ham  operator  for 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Re¬ 
lief  Unit,  spent  the  night  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  Armory,  readying  the 
arrival  of  the  Baptist  disaster  unit,  a 
4()-foot  mobile  mass  feeding  kitchen. 

The  Baptist  kitchen  arrived  early 
Easter  morning  and  set  up  south  of 
the  damage.  Traffic  was  thick  and 
the  unit  provided  hot  meals  for 
mobile  units  which  went  into  the 
neighborhoods  to  feed  victims  and 
workers. 

David  Kilgore,  a  volunteer  from 
First  Baptist  Church,  Coffeeville, 
said  plenty  of  people  were  hungry, 
but  couldn’t  get  out  of  their  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  His  mobile  unit  fed  alMut  50 
for  supper  Sunday.  “I  saw  little  chil¬ 
dren  carrying  their  Easter  baskets  in 
front  of  their  tom  up  houses,”  said 
Kilgore. 

-  Sunday  evening,  late,  a  county 
supervisor,  a  member  of  the  (Church 
of  Christ,  offered  his  church’s  park¬ 
ing  lot,  which  was  clear  of  debris; 
and  the  unit  moved  there,  to  the 
corner  of  highway  315  and  West 
Main,  only  a  block  from  much  of  the 
damage. 


Jim  Didlake,  consultant  in  the 
state  Brotherhood  Department,  and 
on  site  coordinator  of  the  unit,  esti¬ 
mated  that  up  to  1,000  meals  would  be 
served  Monday.  Only  about  350  were 
served  Sunday  when  the  unit  was  too 
far  away  from  victims  and  when 
roadblocks  and  Sunday  drivers  kept 
Highway  7  clogged. 

Food  was  provided  by  thfe'  Red 
Cross,  and  volunteers  from  area 
churches  served  it  as  the  Disaster 
Task  Force  kept  the  unit  operating. 

Paul  Harrell,  state  Brotherhood 
Director,  and  director  of  the  disaster 
ministry  for  Mississippi  Baptists, 
said  that  potential  volunteers  who 
are  willing  to  help  with  rebuilding, 
reroofing,  and  cleanup,  should  con¬ 
tact  their  county  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  who  will  give  information  to 
Harrell. 

Glenfield  Baptist  Church,  in  Union 
Ck)unty,  was  said  to  have  had  a  lot  of 
damage.  Director  of  missions,  Mar¬ 
vin  Cox,  said  he  did  not  know  if  the 
church  was  salvageable. 

Moss  Hill  Baptist  Chapel  in  Union 
lost  its  steeple.  That  mobile  chapel  is 


owned  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

In  Water  Valley,  most  of  the  elec¬ 
tricity,  gas,  and  phones  were  still  off 
as  the  weekend  ended.  But  the 
weather  gave  people  a  break,  with  a 
sunny,  though  windy,  Easter.  Vic¬ 
tims  and  workers  alike,  drank  gal¬ 
lons  of  coffee,  took  hygiene  kits  pro¬ 
vided  by  RAs  and  Acteens,  and  ate 
the  hot  food  with  words  of  gratitude 
for  the  ministry  that  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  provide. 

At  First  Church,  Water  Valley, 
Reedy  said  the  contractor  told  him  it 
would  take  about  $2  million  to  re¬ 
build.  He  said  they  had  good  insur¬ 
ance.  But  at  a  quickly  called  deacons’ 
meeting  on  a  porch  across  from  the 
church,  the  question  was  how  to  find 
a  place  for  Sunday  School.  At  11  that 
Easter  morning,  about  50  members 
met  on  the  debris-littered  parking  lot 
for  a  word  of  thanksgiving  that  the 
loss  of  lives  was  so  small  considering 
the  damage  done  and,  according  to 
Reedy,  thank  God  “for  his  power  to 
be  with  us  and  sustain  us  even  in  the 
face  of  tragedy.” 


At  right.  National  Guardsmen  take  a 
Monday  breakfast  at  the  Baptist  disas-. 
ter  unit  set  up  in  the  heart  hi  the  de- 
•  struction  in  Water  Valley.  More  photos 
on  pa^  6.  (More  photos  on  page  6) 


Tornadoes  strike  state; 
Baptists  respond  qniekly 


V. 


Kansas  Citians  minister 
in  Baptist  convention  city 


By  Sandy  Anthony 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)— The 
Kansas  City  area  is  nearing  1.5  mil- 
ion  in  population,  puling. outward 
ji  all  directions.  With  growth  comes 
change,  and  with  that  change  comes 
the  need  for  Southern  Baptists  to 
liter  and  expand  their  ministry 
irograms. 

Churches  in  the  Kansas  City  area 
ire  armed  with  the  resources  of  three 
Baptist  associations,  a  Baptist  semi- 
lary,  college  and  ho^ital.  Together, 
these  institutions  have  quite  an  im- 
Mict. 

For  instance: 

•In  Oak  Grove,  Mo.,  east  of  Kansas 
Jity  local  church  members  voluntar- 
Jy  staff  the  chaplain’s  office  at  the 
xisy  Oak  Grove  Truck  Stop. 

Volunteers  from  local  churches 
vere  trained  to  minister  to  truck 
Irivers,  but  soon  found  themselves 
-ninistering  also  to  vacationers, 
ransients,  local  residents  and  truck 


stop  employees.  They  distribute  Bi¬ 
bles  and  tracts  and  keep  a  log  of  all 
contacts  they  make. 

Ken  Taylor,  director  of  Christian 
social  and  special  ministries  for  Blue 
River-Kansas  City  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  excited  about  truck  stop 
ministry.  “During  the  first  month, 
the  volunteers  led  a  trucker  from 
Pennsylvania'  to  the  IxHtl,”  Taylor 
said.  “We  contacted  a  Baptist  church 
in  his  hometown  to  follow  up  on  the 
man’s  decision.’’ 

Volunteers  hope  to  staff  the  chap¬ 
lain’s  office  24  hours  a  day. 

•Arcade  ministry  is  another  un¬ 
usual  ministry  program  designed  for 
people  who  frequent  video  arcades. 
In  the  midst  of  flashing  lights,  buzzes 
and  beeps,  local  church  members 
befriend  and  witness  to  people 
caught  up  in  the  excitement  of  video 
games. 

Ellen  Riffe,  a  divinity  student  at 


“Below  budget”  report 
produces  some  optimism 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— 
Midpoint  in  its  fiscal  year,  the  unified 
national  giving  program  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  lags 
behind  budget.  Yet  optimism  is  being 
expressed. 

October  through  March  the  37  state 
conventions,  which  voluntarily  re¬ 
late  to  the  national  SBC,  contributed 
$53,957,213  to  support  the  worldwide 
mission  and  educational  work  of  the 
14.1  million  member  denomination. 
That  is  6.16  percent  ($3.1  million) 
above  the  1962-83  pace. 

The  1983-84  operating  budget  is 
$114.5  million,  and  the  total  budget  is 
$125  million. 

“1  think  ‘below  budget’  is  much 
more  accurate  than  ‘shortfall’  be¬ 
cause  we  are  doing  very  well  against 
the  inflation  rate— it  was  our  budget 
planning  that  didn’t  anticipate  the 
dramatic  drop  in  the  inflation  rate,’’ 
Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Ck)mmittee,  said. 

“People  from  many  other  denomi¬ 
nations  are  asking  us  how  we  are 
doing  so  well.” 

What  the  Cooperative  Program  is 
doing  is  running  about  two  percent 
ahead  of  the  inflation  rate— because 
21  of  the  37  state  conventions  have 
increased  their  gifts  to  the  national 
program  by  more  than  four  percent 
over  last  year. 

March  1964  receipts  at  the  national 
level  are  the  second  highest  month  in 
the  history  of  the  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram.  The  $9,620,987  is  the  sixth  time 
the  monthly  totsd  has  broken  the  $9 
million  mark.  January  1984 
(10,233,923)  is  the  top  month. 

The  March  total  is  more  than  $1.2 
million  higher  than  the  March  1963 
figure. 


To  reach  the  basic  operating - 
budget,'receipts  would  have  to  aver¬ 
age  approximately  $10.1  million  for 
the  final  six  months. 

In  addition  to  the  almost  $54  million 
in  undesignated  gifts  to  the  national 
Cooperative  Program  since  last 
May,  the  36,500  churches  which  are 
affiliated  with  the  SBC  have  contri¬ 
buted  more  than  $57  million  in  desig¬ 
nated  offerings— $50.2  million  to  the 
convention’s  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
Designated  gifts  are  5.19  percent 
($2.75  million)  ahead  of  1982^. 

Florida  is  the  only  state  to  rank  in 
the  top  ten  in  both  dollar  giving  and 
percentage  increase  over  last  year. 
Florida  is  third  in  both  categories— 
15.96  percent  ahead  of  1962-83  with 
gifts  of  $4,176,719. 

Other  percentage  increase  leaders 
are  West  Virginia,  35.22;  Hawaii, 
29.24;  Kansas-Nebraska,  12.75; 
Nevada,  12.64;  Arizona,  11.01;  Ar¬ 
kansas,  10.02;  Michigan,  9.64;  Il¬ 
linois,  9.4;  and  California,  8.86. 

Other  conventions  which  are  sur¬ 
passing  the  inflation  rate  are 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Indiana,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma, 
South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Other  total  dollar  leaders  are 
Texas,  $9,505,878;  Georgia, 
$4,682,868;  North  Carolina  $3,742,662; 
Alabama,  $3,605,919;  Oklahoma, 
$3,549,972;  Tennessee,  $3,192,107; 
South  Carolina,  $3,061,529;  Missis¬ 
sippi,  $2,672,973,  and  Louisiana, 
$2,517,075. 

Other  conventions  which  have 
given  more  than  $1  million  to  the  na¬ 
tional  programs  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  fiscal  year  are  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Vir¬ 
ginia, 


Midwestern  Seminary,  pioneered  the 
arcade  ministry  program  in  Kansas 
City. 

Riffe  believes  there  is  tremendous 
potential  in  arcade  ministry.  In  “Ar¬ 
cade  Ministry  Manual”  Riffe  writes, 
“Nearly  all  ages  have  come  to  know 
Christ,  inclucUng  a  little  four-year- 
dd  girl  who  was  hardly  able  to  reach 
the  Pac-Man  game  to  a  30-year-old 
divorced  woman  with  two  children 
whose  lifestyle  has  been  changed  by 
salvation,  friendship,  ^nd  Bible 
study— all  a  resuH  of  the  arcade 
minikry.” 

According  to  Riffe,  as  many  as  15  to 
20  local  churches  have  adopted 
neighborhood  video  arcades  and 
minister  to  arcade  visitors  by  wit¬ 
nessing,  leaving  tracts  and  befriend¬ 
ing  them. 

•Covenant  Baptist  Church  in 
downtown  Kansas  City  is  dedicated 
to  ministering  to  the  needs  of  trans¬ 
ients  and  street  people.  As  many  as 
150  transients  crowd  into  (Covenant 
Baptist  Church  every  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  at  7:30  for  coffee,  doughnuts,  and 
companionship. 

Church  members  talk  with  the 
street  people  and  befriend  them. 
Some  break  into  small  groups  for  a 
prayer  time  and  others  eat,  enjoy  the 
warmth  of  the  church  and  leave.  “All 
who  come  to  the  fellowship  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service,”  says  Darrell  Ric¬ 
kard,  pastor  of  Covenant  Baptist 
Church.  “Forty  to  60  usually  stay  for 
our  morning  service.  The  response 
has  been  very  positive.  We’re  re¬ 
building  bridges  that  have  been  bro¬ 
ken  down  through  the  years.” 

The  church  is  in  the  process  of  re¬ 
novating  an  old  apartment  building 
to  house  street  people  who  become 
Christians  and  are  serious  about 
changing  their  lives. 

•Other  prograins  for  single  adults, 
senior  adults,  handicapped  persons, 
ethnic  groups,  youth,  and  shut-ins 
are  active  throughout  the  Blue 
River-Kansas  City  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion.  Resort  ministries,  literacy  mis- 
isons,  disaster  relief  programs,  and 
emergency  assistance  programs 
also  operate  iiTQfe  area. 

Clay-Platte  Baptist  Association 
stretches  from  northern  Kansas  City 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  The  association 
stays  busy  trying  to  meet  technical, 
specialized  needs  of  urban  churches 
while  also  assisting  rural  churches 
with  basic  needs. 

Bob  Perry,  director  of  missions  for 
CHay-Platte  Baptist  Association  since 
Mardi  1,  1964,  plans  to  strengthen 
and  intensify  existing  ministry  in 
multi-family  dwellings  and  resort 
areas  and  increase  training  for  disas¬ 
ter  relief  teams  in  addition  to  provid¬ 
ing  general  support  and  assistance 
for  churches. 

Kansas  (^ty  (Kansas)  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation  also  encompasses  rural  and 
urban  areas.  The  association  sup¬ 
ports  special  programs  for  seven 
ethnic  groups,  a  local  truck  stop  and 
a  deaf  congregation,  a  prison  minis¬ 
try  and  a  hunger  program. 


Sunday  services  are  held  at 
Leavenworth  Federal  Prison  and 
Kansas  State  Penitentiary,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Steve  Aycock,  mission  ac¬ 
tion/ministries  consultant  for  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Kan. ,  Baptist  Association.  A 
special  service  for  Spanish-speaking 
inmates  at  Leavenworth  attracts 
40-45  inmates  each  Sunday.  In  the 
past  year,  more  than  60  inmates 
made,  professions  of  faith. 

Wyandotte  Ministry  provides  as¬ 
sistance  for  the  poor  and  hungry. 
Local  churches  furnish  food  and  vol¬ 
unteers  to  help  run  the  ministry,  now 
in  its  third  year. 

Since  its  founding  in  1957,  Mid¬ 
western  Seminary  has  emerged  as  a 
leader  in  preparing  students  for  ser¬ 
vice  in  missions.  More  than  725  stu¬ 
dents  representing  37  states  and  nine 
foreign  countries  attended  Midwest¬ 
ern  during  the  1963-84  school  year. 

More  than  half  of  the  student  body 
works  in  area  churches.  Elach  year 
during  spring  break,  student  teams 
travel  throughout  the  Midwest  build¬ 
ing  churches,  leading  revivals,  sur¬ 
veying,  ministering  through  drama. 

William  Jewell  (College  in  Liberty, 
Mo.,  with  1,400  students  recently 
celebrated  its  sesquicentennial. 
Charles  Spurgeon’s  personal  library 
is  kept  at  the  college. 

The  Baptist  Medical  Center,  lo¬ 
cated  in  south-central  Kansas  City,  is 
a  non-profit  acute  care  health  center. 

(Sandy  Anthony  is  a  member  of  the 
publicity  committee  of  the  SBC  Local 
Arrangements  Committee  for  1984.) 
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Area  meetings 
for  preaching 


Three  area  conferences  May  21, 22, 
and  23  are  planned  to  help  worship 
leaders  give  their  congregations  bet- 
^  biUical  preaching  and  worship 
experiences. 

'hie  three  will  include  sessions  on 
creative  worship,  the  planning  team, 
elements  of  worship,  planning  for  a 
dynamic  worship  service,  develop¬ 
ing  a  preaching  plan,  invitations,  and 
enriching  worship  through  the  ordi¬ 
nances. 

Each  conference  will  include  time 
for  a  workshop  on  sermon  prepara¬ 
tion. 

Leaders  for  the  conferences  will  be 
Dan  Hall,  and  Le(m  Emery,  directors 
of  the  Church  Music  and  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration/Pastoral  Ministries 
departments,  respectively,  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board;  James  Barry  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  and  Larry 
Fields,  pastor  of  Harrisburg  Church, 
Tupelo. 

Locations  of  the  conferences  will 
be  May  21  at  the  Covington-Jeff 
Davis  Associational  Office  in 
Prentiss;  May  22  at  Emmanuel 
C3iurch,  Greenwood;  and  May  23  at 
East  Heights  Church,  'Tupelo.  Each 
session  begins  at  8:30  a.m.,  includes 
lunch,  and  conclu4cs  at  4  p.m. 

'There  is  no  cost  for  these  confer¬ 
ences  which  are  sponsored  by  the 
MBCB.  Participants  need  to  register, 
though,  by  writing  Leon  Emery  at 
Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205,  stat¬ 
ing  the  location  you  plan  to  attend. 


In  France  there  are  about  1  million 
non-Catholic  C3iristians,  leaving  over 
50  million  people  who  are  unchurched 
and  unsaved.  —  'The  (Commission. 


100% 

Medicare  Supplement 

Enrollment  now  available  at  Age  65  or  Older 

GUARANTIED  RENEWABLE 

Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  6  months 

FORM  MS-100  ’  PLAN  1 

A  policy  that  pays  100%  of  what  Medicare  does  not  pay  for  hospital 
and  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the  area  for  doctor's 
office,  clinic,  hospital  or  outpatient  benefits.  Now  only  one  Medicare 
supplement  needed  and  one  claim  form  to  complete. 

FORM  H-C  205R  PLAN  2 

Nursing  Home  Policy  age  65  thru  84  -  pays  up  to  $1,500  per  month. 
From  first  day  to  three  years. 

Pays  for  skilled,  semi-skilled  or  intermediate  care. 

Does  not  have  to  be  Medicare  approved. 

(If  on  Modicaid  do  not  roply) 

For  full  information  Ptiono  9SS-3B92  or  cliij^and  moil  to: 

R.  C.  PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY  PA 

R.  C.  Portor,  Regional  DIroctor 


P.O.  Box  16849,  Jackson.  MS  39206 
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Court  will  decide 
‘moment-of-silence 


J.  B.  Smith 


“I’ve  never  known  a  noinister  in  eman,  who  also  lives  at  Ackerman,  is 
whom  I  had  more  confidence  than  I  having  it  published.  It  should  be  out 
do  in  J.  B.  Smith,”  once  wrote  the  some  time  this  summer.  I  can  hardly 
father  of  former  Mississippi  gover-  wait  to  read  it!  It  contains  some  au- 
nor,  J.  P.  Coleman.  I  can  understand  tobiographical  material.  “It  has 
how  he  felt.  J.  B.  Smith  has  long  been  funny  things  in  it  and  also  helpful 
on  my  list  of  most  esteemed  and  ad-  truths— some  history,”  &Bith  said, 
mired  ministers.  It  was  with  deep  The  book  is  titled  Eleven  of  Life’s 
sadness  that  I  received  a  message  de-  Grounds,  and  diapter  titles  are  “De¬ 
livered  by  Gordon  Shamburger  on  Ita  Grou^,”  “New  Ground,”  “State 
April  17  that  Brother  Smith  had  died  Ground,”  “Higher  Ground,”  “Good 
that  day,  at  age  83.  Ground,”  “Church  Ground,”  etc.  It 

During  the  50s,  when  he  was  a  contains  his  favorite  sermon,  “Every 
member  of  the  Baptist  Convention  Person’s  Problem,”  on  Heb.  2:3,  and 
Board,  he  would  often  stop  in  the  gives  points  from  one  black 
Baptist  Record  office  to  chat  with  preacher’s  sermon  oo  the  text,  “Lo, 

Eleanor  Smith  and  me.  In  February  he  stinketh - ”  Also  it  includes  ad- 

of  this  year,  she  and  I  drove  one  day  vice  on  how  to  build  a  church.  _ _ _ ^ _ ^ _ 

to  Ackerman,  to  visit  him  and  his  “How  did  you  meet  your  wife?”  I  (aftler  a  stroke  in  1961  and  semi-  school  prayer,  is  now  willing  to  con- 
wife  at  176  Church  Street.  His  curly  asked  him.  retirement  in  1965)  at  Fentress;  sider  the  silent  prayer  alternative  as 

hair  was  still  black  and  his  blue  eyes  “A  flood  sent  her  in  my  direction.  I  French  Camp;  and  Coila.  For  a  enacted  by  Alabama  and  21  other 
were  still  sparkling  with  fun  and  good  had  a  date  over  in  Tate  County,  but  couple  of  years  he  was  alumni  states.  The  Supreme  Court  has  never 
humor.  Later,  in  one  column  I  men-  the  water  got  high  on  one  of  the  retary  and  treasurer  at  Mississippi  considered  the  question  until  now. 
tioned  our  visit.  He  wrote  to  me:  streams  and  I  couldn’t  get  through  to  College.  Lower  federal  courts  have  divided, 

“Come  again  soon  and  we  will  have  her  house,  so  I  got  a  date  with  ^m^  After  I  wrote  a  column  about  ong  tribunal  upholding  a  Mas- 
more  homemade  butter  and  body  else — Bennie  Wade  Davis,  in  Dewey  Metts,  Brother  Smith  wrote  sachusetts  silence  statute,  but  others 
homemade  bread.  Our  friend  Sardis.  Joel  Sturdivant  introduc^  me  that  Dewey  and  his  late  brother,  striking  down  similar  laws  in  Ten- 
brought  a  loaf  yesterday  and  Bennie  ”  Then  the  day  he  and  Bennie  Ira,  were  friends  of  his.  “Once  I  nessee.  New  Jersey,  andiRlabama. 


J.B.  and  Bennie  Wade  Smith 


LOOKING 
For  A  Camp 
This  Summer? 


Some  space  is  still  open. 


•  Youth  Camp 

•  )r.  High  Camp 

•  Grade  School  Camp 

•  Family  Camp 

Be  sure  to  mention  this 
ad  when  you  call. 


J.  B.  Smith,  minister,  dies 


ACKERMAN— John  Bryant  Magee,  Hollandale  Church,  French 

Smith,  83,  died  Tuesday,  April  17,  in  Camp  Church,  and  Fentress  Church 
Mississippi  Baptist  Mescal  Center  near  Ackerman, 
in  JackMn.  Services  were  11  a.m.  He  had  completed  the  manuscript 
Thursday,  April  19,  at  Ackerman  of  a  book  scheduled  for  publication. 
Baptist  Church  with  graveside  ser-  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
vices  at  3  p.m.  in  Lakewood  Memo-  Bennie  Wade  Smith;  daughter,  Mrs. 
rial  Park  in  Jackson.  Mar)orie  Thomell  (rf  Ginton;  sons, 

A  retired  Baptist  minister.  Smith  James  E.  Smith,  [>astor  at  Hollan- 
was  a  member  of  Ackerman  Baptist  dale,  and  William  P.  Smith  of 
Church,  the  Masons  and  a  former  Greenwood;  sisters,  Mrs.  Pearlie 
member  of  Ackerman  Rotary  Gub.  Davis  of  Garland,  Texas,  Mrs.  Fr- 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col-  ances  Oglesby  of  Tyler,  Texas,  and 
lege  and  Southern  Seminary  in  Mrs.  Nancy  Adkinson  of  Jackson- 
Louisville,  Ky.  He  had  served  as  pas-  ville,  Fla.:  brother.  Jasner  C.  &ni^ 
tor  at  several  churches.  Including  of  Garland,  Texas;  ten  grandchil- 
Ackerman  Church,  First  Church  dren;  and  eight  great  grandchildren. 


BROOKHAVEN 

RETREAT 

Route  2,  Box  289 
Hawkins,  Texas  79765 
Phone  (214)  769-2811 


Water  Valley  scenes 
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The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  set  up  in  the  parkirtg  lot  of  a  Church  of  Christ.  Behind  Is  some  of  the  debris 
where  stores  stood  the  day  before.— (Photos  on  this  page  by  Tim  Nicholas). 
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Red  Cross  volunteer  Frank  Marquis  talks  with  Jim  Didlake,  Baptist  disaster  unit 
coordinator  concerning  food  supplies.  Marquis  is  a  member  of  Midway  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  and  took  vacation  days  to  help  in  mass  care  after  the  disaster. 
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The  church  van  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Water  Valley,  lies  imrerted  behind  the  destroyed  buildir>gs  of  the  church. 
Preliminary  estimates  were  that  the  entire  facility  was  unsalvageable. 


Wayne  Eubanks,  a  member  of  First  Church,  Ackerman,  volunteered  to  do  patch 
work  on  his  mobile  ham  radio  unit,  helping  distraught  relatives  determine  where 
people  were.  Eubanks  and  his  son,  Wayne,  worked  through  Saturday  night. 
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This  car  belongs  to  William  Hodge,  a  bivocationai  Baptist  minister  whoee 
house  was  destroyed  in  the  tornado  that  hit  Water  Valley  Saturday  afternoon. 
Hodge  helped  a  woman  find  her  way  ib  the  woman's  elderly  parents  just  aftv  the 
storm  hit.  «  •i-«r 


Guy  Reedy  (facing  camera),  pastor  of  First  Church.  Wmer  Valley,  holde  a  deacons'  meetirtg  Easter  on  a  porch  across  the 
absBV*  frnio  the  tornado  ravaged  church. 


ACTS  leaders  to  borrow 
start-up  money,  buy  shows 
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International  church 


DAKAR,  Senegal— International  Baptist  Church  of  Dakar,  Senegal, 
lived  up  to  its  name  during  a  recent  baptismal  service.  Six  men  from 
four  nations— The  Gambia,  Ghana,  Senegal  and  Togo— were  baptized. 
They  ranged  in  age  from  20  to  SO,  and  in  occupation  from  administrator 
to  farmer.  Two  from  Muslim  backgrounds  first  heard  the  gospel 
through  the  church’s  Serer-speaking  mission  to  Muslims. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)—  an<}  $1.7  million  for  immediate  capi-  ion  credit  line,  trustees  were  told. 

A  funding  strategy  to  guarantee  the  tal  needs.”  The  commission  will  purchase  $2.3 

first  year  of  operation  <rf  the  Ameri-  The  equipment  to  be  purchased  million  worth  of  religious  and  alter- 
can  Christian  Television  System  has  will  improve  and  enlarge  the  com-  native  programs,  all  less  than  10 

been  set  in  motion  by  trustees  of  the  mission’s  studio  and  editing  years  old,  from  Exclusive  Intema- 

Southem  Baptist  Radio  an(l^Televi-  facilities,  plus  {H'ovide  a  mobile  cam-  tional  Pictures  Inc.  of  Vincennes, 

Sion  (Commission.  *  era  unit  for  videotaping  on  location.  Ind.Thetotalincludes$1.8millionfor 

The  trustees  authorized  the  com-  The  capital  needs  funding  will  also  unlimited  use  of  400  religious  pro¬ 
mission  Staff  to  n^otiate  a  line  of  enlarge  the  commission’s  mail  grams  (including  dramatic  series, 

credit  up  to  $4.3  million  to  meet  the  center,  tripling  its  capacity  to  keep  cartoons  and  feature  films)  for  10 

immediate  needs  of  starting  the  TV  up  with  the  increased  mail  response  years.  The  alternative  package  will 

network,  which  will  be^  May  15  de-  expected  from  ACTS.  cost  $500,000  for  unlimited  use  of  1 ,250 

livering  family  (Christian  entertain-  Allen  said  supporters  have  already  programs  for  six  years, 
ment  programs  to  American  homes  pledged  $2.8  million  of  the  start-up  Most  of  these  are  30-minute  watched  the  program  locally  on  effort.  Fort  Worth  also  had  the 

daily  trough  television  stations  and  money  to  the  network.  “We’re  going  episodes  of  comedy  and  drama  large-screen  TV  sets,  $12  million  has  largest  single  pledge  of  $100,000.  Dal- 

cable  TV  systems.  ^  to  raise  the  whole  $4.3  million,”  he  series,  including  “The  Melting  Pot,”  been  spent  so  far  on  the  network,  las  was  the  second  highest  reporting 

Also  at  the  meeting,  trustees  ap-  said.  “There  is  about  $2  million  we  a  cooUng  program  starring  Orson  However,  more  is  needed,  he  said,  to  site,  with  particpants  pledging 

proved  the  purchase  of  $2.3  million  still  have  to  enlist.”  Bean,  and  “'The  Bill  (Cosby  Show.”  keep  ACTS  on  target  for  its  May  15  $129,205. 

worth  of  programs  for  the  network  “Once  on  the  air,  ACCTS  will  pro-  The  commission  will  make  launch.  ^  The  satellite  broadcast,  which  was 

and  elected  as  chairman  John  E.  duce  its  own  revenue  and  pay  for  it-  monthly  payments  for  the  programs.  “We  have  a  problem  of  success,”  delivered  by  Holiday  Inn’s  HiNet 

Roberts,  editor  of  the  Baptist  self ,”  Allen  said.  “The  challenge  has  Bob  Taylor  vice  president  of  produc-  Allen  said.  “We  planned  to  build  the  telecommunications  system,  mixed 

Coarier,  newsjournal  of  the  South  been  to  provide  the  product,  in  the  tion  for  the  Radio  and  Television  network  slowly.  But  folks  are  anxious  live  interviews  and  entertainment 

(Carolina  Baptist  Convoition.  form  of  a  TV  network,  to  let  us  get  (Conunission,  said  the  purchase  will  to  see  it  and  we  have  to  move  quickly  with  videotaped  excerpts  from  most 

The  line  of  credit,  which  will  pay  started.  We  have  solved  our  cash  flow  give  ACCTS  dramatic  programming  it  todoeverythingthathastobedone.”  of  the  30-plus  Acts  programs.  Hosts  of 
for  equipment,  production  of  jh^-  problem  with  this  line  of  credit.”  could  not  afford  to  produce  itself.  John  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First  Bap-  the  various  shows  were  introduced  to 
rams  and  operating  expenses  for  the  The  trustees  initially  considered  “This  acquired  progranuning  will  tist  Church,  Houston,  and  preacher  participants,  who  included  Baptists 
network,  will  be  repaid  with  money  borrowing  only  $3.2  million,  but  Fred  not  be  a  dominant  element  on  the  tor  ACTS’  “Invitation  to  Life”  and  non-Baptists. 

already  pledged  to  the  commission  Roach,  president  of  Centennial  network,but  will  be  supportive  of  our  evangelistic  program,  challenged 

over  the  next  three  years  and  other  Homes,  Dallas,  suggested  they  seek  own  original  programs,”  Taylor  the  participants  to  “help  get  the  net- 

resources  brought  in  by  the  com-  the  full  amount  needed.  “I’m  not  said.  “We  will  not  load  prime  time  the  ground.  We’re  in  a 

mission’s  development  [M'ogram.  again^  borrowing  $4.3  million  if  we  with  this,  but  I  can  sprinkle  it  in  in-  b)  have 

The  Executive  (Committee  of  the  have  to  do  it  to  get  the  job  done,”  he  stead  of  repeating  our  basic  pro- 
Southem  Baptist  (Convention  has  al-  said.  grams  several  times  a  day.” 

located  $2  million  over  the  next  five  The  trustees  also  approved  a  re-  Other  Baptist  agenciey  are  in¬ 
years  for  the  commission’s  capital  valuation  of  the  commission’s  assets,  volved  in  producing  programs  for 

needs,  but  Commission  President  now  placed  at  $14  million  by  its  au-  A(CTS,  Allen  said.  The  Foreign  Mis- 

Jimmy  R.  Allen  explained  the  ditors.  The  new  figure  shows.a  $3.7  sion  Board  and  Home  Mission  Board 

equipment  is  needed  now.  million  increase  in  program  inven-  will  bring  missionaries  in  to  appear 

“We  have  put  together  the  start-up  tory,  reflecting  the  market  value  of  on  “Life  Today,”  a  daily  live  talk 

money  for  our  first  year  of  broadcast-  TV  programs  the  commission  has  in  show  hosted  by  Allen .  The  boards  will 

ing,”  Allen  said  of  the  trustee  action,  stock  but  which  it  had  never  counted  coordinate  the  appearances  with 

“This  gives  us  the  working  capital  we  as  assets.  The  revaluation  will  help  their  study  curricula, 

need  for  the  next  year  of  production  the  commission  secure  the  $4.3  mill-  Allen  reported  April  12  pledges  and 


Ra(lio-TV  commission 
has  $2.7  million  pledged 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  {riant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brot^rs,  P.  0.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  6934451. 


GROUPS  of  12  to  150:  Remarka¬ 
ble  OZARK  PASSION  PLAY  Pac¬ 
kage  includes  $7.50  tickets  plus 
lo<wng,  swimming,  and  meals  at 
Keller’s  Country  ]|^rm  Resort, 
Eureka  Springs,  Aiiuinsas  for  just 
$20  each!  Reservations:  501/253- 
8418. 


Robison-Green  team 
seen  as  controversial 


FOR  SALE:  Complete  set 
CHURCH  FURNITURE.  28  pews, 
pulpit,  chairs,  communion  table. 
Excellent  condition.  Write  P.  O. 
Box  103,  Brandon,  MS  39042; 
phone  (601)8254004. 


(Continued  from  page  2)^  Hylton  came  into  contact  with  Green 

had  plagued  him  for  years.  in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  in  1960  during  a 

Green  refused  an  interview  with  protracted  meeting  at  Graceland 
the  Baptist  Standard.  Scott  Fisher,  Baptist  Church.  It  was  Hylton  who 
the  coordinator  of  the  Green  semi-  two  years  ago  brought  Green  to  a 
nars,  said  Green  wanted  to  avoid  con-  conference  being  led  by  Jack  Taylor, 
troversy.  “We’re  not  in  this  for  con-  former  vice  president  of  the  SBC. 
troversy ,”  Fisher  said.  “We  are  in  it  The  first  Green  seminar  reportedly 

for  the  glory  of  Jesus.”  was  conducted  a  couple  cri  months 

Fisher,  who  said  he  has  known  lator  and  the  proliferation  has  con- 

Green  10  years,  confirmed  Green  has  ..  u-  u 

been  married  three  times.  “Before  Fisher  said  seimnars,  which  cost 
he  was  saved  in  1973  he  had  been  di-  f*®tured  Green  lecturing  alrn^ 

non-stop  for  nearly  three  days.  The 
central  focus  is  Green,  mainly  quot- 


MOUNTAIN  VACATION— 2  bed¬ 
room  efficiency  on  33  acres,  8 
miles  east  of  Gatlinburg,  Tennes¬ 
see.  $30  per  night  for  two.  Tom  and 
Frances  Ben^etti,  Route  9,  Box 
273,  Sevierville,  Tenn.  37862, 
phone  (615)  436-7942. 


Credentials  committee 
for  1984  SBC  is  named 


vorced  twice,”  Fisher  said. 

Other  facts  are  gleaned  from 
seminar  tapes.  He  was  a  carpet 
cleaner  in  Geveland,  Tenn.,  and  has 
a  ninth  grade  education.  He  under¬ 
went  heart  surgery  and  contends  he 
was  told  by  a  doctor  he  had  no 
chances  to  survive  and  that  the 
surgery  was  not  completed. 

The  Dallas  Monring  News,  in  an  ar-  by  anyone  who  challenges  him,  espe- 
ticle  June  12,  1983,  however,  quotes  cially  anyone  with  a  theological  edu- 
Green's  physician,  Fred  Ballard  of  cation. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  that  “every-  Oitics  cite  Green  for  seeing  de- 
thing  was  done  as  planned”  during  mons  “in  every  bush,”  teaching  that 
the  surgery.  He  said:  "I  don’t  recall  physical  healing  was  secured  for  chairmanof  the  group,  R.  Earl  Allen, 
anything  about  him  not  being  com-  (Tiristians  on  the  cross — andananti-  pa8toro^RosMHeights(3iurch,Fort 
plete.”  local  church,  anti-pastor  sentiment.  ------ 

Robison’s  contact  came  during  a  -  (Continued  next  week) 
meeting  led  by  Jim  Hylton,  pastor  of 

Lake  Ckjuntry  Church,  Fort  Worth,  the  Texas  Baptist  Standard.)  conv(5ntR)9r|rBa('' 


ing  the  Scripture  and  commenting  on 

it.  Green  allows  no  questions,  Fisher  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The  worked  on  the  credentials  committee 
said,  adding  Robison  and  evangelist  28-membern!redentials  committee  at  previous  SBC  meetings. 

Dudley  Hall  usually  joined  a  seminar  for  the  1984  annual  meeting  of  the  The  committee  primarily  deals 
on  the  second  day  to  answer  ques-  Southern  Baptist  (invention,  June  with  any  person  who  comes  to  the 

12-14  in  Kansas  (^ty.  Mo.,  has  been  convention  with  improper  creden- 
One  critic  says  Green  allows  no  named  by  SBC  President  James  T.  tialsor  with  no  credentials  and  wants 
questions  because  he  is  intimidated  Draper  Jr.  to  register  as  a  messenger,  Lee  Por- 

•nie  committee  includes  one  Mis- 
ssippian,  David  Michel,  pastor  of 

rentiss  Baptist  Church,  Prentiss.  ^  to  see  the 

Draper  had  earlier  announced  the  credentials  committee  before  being 

■  ■■■  issued  their  voting  packet. 

(^ards  may  be  secured  from  the 
Worth,  Tex.  The  27  other  members  state  convention  offices  and,  in  some 

_  include  five  current  state  convention  cases,  from  associational  offices  and 

-iTeby  Drain  is  usoeiate  edtor  of  presidents  and  four  former  state  must  be  signed  by  either  the  church 

Nine  have  clerk  or  the  pastor. ' 


Custom  design 
•  InstaRsDon 

•  Sales 

•  Service 

•  Spedelsts  In  church 
sound  reinforcement 
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Better  than  all 
, . .  other  kinds' 


By  Joe  McKeever 

My  brother  pastors  an  independent  Because  of  the  regular  giving  of 
Baptist  Chur^  in  Alabama.  It’s  an  Southern  Baptists  through  the 
outstanding,  mission-minded  church  (Cooperative  Program,  we  are  spared 
in  many  areas.  that  ordeal.  Our  missionaries  give 

But  the  misaonaries  they  su[q;x)rt  their  time  to  the  work  for  which  they 
have  a  burden  which  Southern  Bap-  went  in  the  first  place, 
tist  missionaries  do  not  have;  they  Winston  Churc^U  used  to  say  of 
have  to  raise  their  own  financial  sup-  deilfocracy:  “It’s  a  terrible  form  of 
port.  government.  But  it’s  better  than  all 

On  their  furloughs  to  the  states,  those  other  kinds.’’ That’s  just  about 
they  visit  their  supporting  churches  where  many  of  us  are  regarding  the 
to  keep  their  interest  active.  While  (Co<^rativePro^am;  it  has  serious 
they’re  on  the  mission  field,  they  flaws,  but  it’s  still  better  than  any 
spend  a  good  bit  of  time  writing  let-  other  way! 

ters  back  home  to  keep  the  support  (Joe  McKeever  is  pastor  of  First 
coming.  (Chorch,  Colambus.) 


Letters  to  the  editor  most  be  U-  like  to  preserve  as  much  as  possible, 
mited  to  911  words  and  the  editor  re-  Any  materials  that  space  will  not 
serves  the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  allow  to  be  printed  will  be  housed  in 
longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  mast  the  archives  at  Mississippi  (College, 
be  reserved  onder  all  drcnmstances  Gwoi  Keys  Hitt, 

and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  Project  (Coordinator 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  (Church  Music  Department 

the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  590 

Jackson,  MS  39205 

“When  the  roll  .  . 

Editor:  Correction  for  Brookhaven 

On  April  8 1  presented  a  piano  con- 
cert  at  my  home  church.  First  ,  j 

(Church  Crvstal  Sorincs  A  storm  hit  The  information  found  on  pages  330 
cwcn,  crystal  sprmgs.  a  storm  nii  g^d  332  j^e  1983  annual  of  the  Mis- 
nght  at  service  time  and  it  was  hail-  ^ 

iM  thunderinfi  liehteninc  and  rain-  sissippi  Baptist  (Convention  regard- 
Z:  IfoLT^Uie  concert  (Church  of  Brcnikha- 

aSl  was  playing  an  arrangement  of  ven^tains  several  errors  I  con- 

“God  Will  Tie  Care  of  YoS’’  when  a  ^ 

man  walked  the  length  of  the  aisle  yered  that  the  person  who  prepared  it 

and  whispered  to  Joel  Haire,  the  pas-  this 

tor.  The  minister  of  music’s  wife  ran  ^  u  n  people  in  this 

from  the  sanctuary,  the  pastor  whis-  ^ 

pered  to  someone  else  and  finally  ^^.^g  1983,  we  gave  more  than 
Sme  to  the  piano.  As  I  continued  f  types  and 

playing“GodWillTakeCareofYou’’  5J2,554  through  the  Cooperative 
he  aniunced  to  the  congregation  Pr^am.  We  averaged  650  in  Sunday 
that  a  tornado  had  been  sighted  head- 

ing  our  way  and  that  we  must  I  want  to  emphasize  toat  the  errors 
evicuate  the  sanctuary.  I  continued  origina tedin^rrej^rt^not  inour 
playing  while  the  people  quieUy  and  convenUon  office.  Th^  you  for  al- 
orderlJfiledtotheSchbasement.  ‘ 

After  15  minutes  or  so  we  assem- 
bled  in  the  auditorium  agdin  and  I  r 
was  asked  to  resume  the  concert .  Not  orooKnaven 

only  was  it  my  first  experience  of 


having  everyone  walk  out  of  one  of  The  gravel  bills  nearly  $27,000  worth  of  property.  Springs.  ■HHjjwMZHuJ.Jw  1 

my  programs— but  the  next  selection  While  the  Thompsons  were  away,  CROWDER  CHURCH.  Quitman  As- 

was  “When  the  Roll  Is  Called  Up  ECditor:  three  men  and  women  aimed  guns  at  sociation,  licensed  JEFF  SHAW,  left,  to 

Yonder  I’ll  Be  There.”  'The  churcl^  of  Mississippi  have  seminary  students  staying  in  the  Glading  Church,  Amite  (County,  on  the  gospel  ministry  on  March  4.  Harvey 

Thought  you  might  enjoy  this,  been  named  in  a  bill  that  will  come  house  and  carried  away  radios,  April  1,  ordained  (Jerald  Honea  as  a  Seweil.pastor.right.presentedthecer- 

Thanks  for  the  good  work  you  are  do-  before  the  full  House  soon.  This  biU  is  jewelry,  appliances,  camera  and  deacon.  Kent  Campbell  of  Unity  tificate  of  license, 

ing.  I  came  from  Mississippi  to  Texas  called  the  “Gravel  Bill”  and  has  re-  stereo  equipment  and  other  items.  Church  brought  the  charge  to  the 

as  a  “foreign  missionary”  and  we  ceived  much  attention  and  con-  Two  armed  men  stood  guard  at  the  deacon  and  Maurice  Wicker  of  East  Mrs.  Sara  Bellamy  Myers,  69,  died 

sent  you  from  Texas  to  Mississippi  to  troversy  in  the  last  two  months  or  so.  gate.  Fork  brought  the  ordination  mes-  April  14  in  Jeff  Davis  Extended  Care 

do  the  same.  Several  “Gravel  Bills”  were  intro-  The  Thompsons,  from  Texas,  have  sage.  Charles  Kirkfield  is  the  pastor,  at  Prentiss.  Funeral  services  were 

Sylvia  Green  duced  in  the  legislature  the  first  few  lost  six  dogs  to  poisoning  in  seven  held  at  10  a.m.  April  16  at  Mims- 

Music  Assistant/lDraanist  weeks  of  this  session,  but  did  not  robberies  during  the  past  two  years.  Mitchell  Funeral  Home  in  Mavee 

East  Grand  Baptist  (Church  pass.  Now  the  House  (bounty  Affairs  He  is  in  music  promotion  at  the  Min-  ^ke  Wamke,  gospel  comedian,  ^^ith  Oliver  Ladnier  and  John  E. 

Dallas,  Texas  (Committee  has  passed  a  bill  that  uses  danao  Baptist  Seminary  in  Davao  P  ™  Barnes  Jr  officiatine  She  was  a 

the  churches  in  the  tiUe  of  the  bill.  City.  Monticello  Football  Field,  Mon-  ^ 

Music  history  needs  tovVvem^^^  Magee. AnaUveof FraSklto,Ky.,she 

inusic  nisiory  neeas  legal  to  use  tax  money,  labor,  and  ^  ^  ^  ,  former  mvolvement  as  a  satan  high  retired  school  teacher  she  i« 

Editor-  •»  “P™"  MC  choir  to  pn«t,.sadrugaddjc.-pj.sl»randi«  Mr 

TV^  efty.  Of  course,  this  bill  if  passed  by  a  Marine  Corps  medic.  He  shares  his  g.  „  ^ 

^  ^  Senate,  w^  be  present  COnCert  life  stories  to  convey  the  Bible-based 

^  M'ssiMippi  Baptist  ^nvMtion  unconsUtuUonal  but  I  don’t  know  of  ^  appeal  for  Christian  salvation.  1  *  r 

Board  continues  to  work  toward  the  ‘ ,  j  ^  ^  mother,Mrs.B.H.Lovelaceof(Clin- 

prinUngofahistoryofBapUstchurch  S"*  ‘"u  r  rJ*"®  Mississippi  College  Concert  ^  ton;  sister,  Grace  Lovelace  of  Qin- 

music  in  Mississippi.  The  publication  chaU^e  it  in  Court  except  possibly  Choir  wiU  present  its  spring  concert  - -  ton,  long-time  employee  of  the  Mis¬ 
date  is  November,  1984.  WK  »  sissippi  Baptist  ConvenUon  Board; 

The  committee  working  on  this  I  have  noted  ui  your  e^tonals  that  Chapel  on  toe  Mississippi  Ckillege  piae  Grove  Chnrch  (Simpson):  and  two  grandchildren.  Her  late 
project  has  had  much  cooperaUon  you  are  for  ^paraU^  ofchurch  and  campus.  There  is  no  admission  homecoming;  April  29;  annual  Pine  father,  B.  H.  Lovelace,  was  a  former 

from  many  in  the  state  who  have  pro-  ^  .1.  „  i.  Cemetery  Association  to  meet  pastor  of  Fi^  Church,  Clinton,  and 

vided  valuable  information.  How-  I?,!!  ,  *  opjwsed  this  obvious  at-  Inclined  in  the  program  will  be  in  the  afternoon;  dinner  on  the  her  son-in-law,  John  E.  Barnes  III,  is 
ever,  we  do  not  want  to  omit  any  im-  femp*  fe  um  the  churches  to  pass  a  Jo"8®  o^  N®Jure  by  Anton  grounds;  Douglas  Hogg,  pastor,  pastor  of  Antioch  Church,  Jeff  Davis 
portant  information;  and  we  are  preaching  at  the  morning  service;  County. 

again  requesting  that  any  addiUonal  uicreased  at  an  alarm-  Messiah  by  G.  F.  Handel.  Andy  Hughes,  leading  the  singing.  _ 


Fort  Worth  ‘Dayspring’ 
attracts  2,800  women 

By  Jeril)nui  Armstrong 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— 
Day  spring,  a  national  meeting  on 
lif^tyle  evangelism,  climaxed  last 
weekend  with  2,000  Baptist  women 
making  a  covenant  to  pray  daily  for 
worldwide  spiritual  awakening. 

Jointly  sponsored  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board, 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  Wo¬ 
man’s  Missionary  Union,  the  three- 
day  meeting  was  the  same  format  as 
the  meeting  held  at  Ridgecrest  (in¬ 
ference  (inter  last  fall.  Each  confer¬ 
ence  attracted  more  than  2,800  wo¬ 
men. 

Laura  Allen,  national  evangelism 
consultant  with  women  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board  in  Atlanta,  challenged 
the  women  to  become  verbal  witnes¬ 
ses.  “Each  of  us  is  called  to  live  a 
(iristian  life,  but  we  also  are  called 
to  be  a  verbal  witness.  Growing  in  our 
spiritual  walk  leads  us  to  naturally 
share  with  others. 

“I  have  discovered  the  Lord  pro¬ 
vides  us  witnessing  opportunities  in 
the  midst  of  our  routine  if  we  are  a 
prepared  and  willing  vessel,’’  she 
said. 

Sharing  five  practical  aspects  of 
claiming  the  power  and  joy  of  salva¬ 
tion,  (Carolyn  Weatherfoi^,  executive 
director  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Un¬ 


ion,  SBC,  first  told  the  women  to  give 
themselves  to  a  person. 

“Too  often  we  give  OUr  first  class 
commitments  to  second  class 
causes,’’  said  Weatherford.  “This  in¬ 
volves  spending  time  with  the  Lord 
because  there  is  no  effective  ‘going 
out’  until  we  have  been  with  him.” 

Weatherford  then  cited  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  giving  of  yourself  to  others 
for  Christ’s  sake,  using  ordinary 
things  in  one’s  life  in  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  way,  giving  proper  perspective 
to  pne’s  possessions,  and  finding  op¬ 
portunities  to  be  a  verbal  witness. 

The  last  session’s  emphasis'  on 
spiritual  awakening  was  highlighted 
by  the  testimony  of  Juana  Ann  Fort, 
medical  missionary  to  Zimbabwe, 
and  the  group’s  ccHnmitment  to  pray 
daily  for  spiritual  awakening. 

Fort  shared  the  amazing  response 
of  the  Zimbabweans  to  the  message 
of  (Christ  in  the  midst  of  political  up¬ 
heaval  and  economic  strain.  “We  are 
seeing  people  come  forward  in  num¬ 
bers  not  experienced  by  any  of  us  on 
the  field.  It  is  thrilling,”  she  said. 

Standing  and  speaking  in  unison, 
the  women  made  a  covenant  to  pray 
daily  at  11:55  a.m.  for  worldwide 
spiritual  awakening  in  our  time. 

Jerilynn  Armstrong  writes  for 
Texas  Baptists. 


- Devotional - 

Looking  unto  Jesus 

By  Ralph  Culp,  pastor,  Central,  (xoMen 

“Looking  unto  Jesxts,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith  . . .”  (Hebrews 
12:2). 

« 

In  western  Montana,  the  steep  cliffs  of  the  Sapphire  Mountains  meet  the 
lofty  slopes  of  the  Mission  Mountains,  forming  a  d^p  and  treacherous  ravine 
known  as  Devil’s  Gorge.  This  pass  was  feared  by  the  early  settlers.  Indian 
war  parties  hiding  in  the  rocky  cliffs  would  ambush  wagon 
trains,  kill  the  settlers,  and  leave  their  bodies  for  other 
wagon  trains  to  find. 

Pioneers  said  to  travel  through  this  gorge  was  like 
traveling  through  the  gates  of  hell.  There  was  no  other 
pass  available  through  those  mountains  to  the  fertile  val¬ 
leys  beyond.  They  had  to  endure  those  adverse  and  awful 
circumstances  to  reach  their  goal.  Memy  turned  back  in 
fear,  but  the  successful  settler  overlooked  the  dangers  and 
pressed  onward. 

Cnlp  In  our  text,  “to  despise  the  shame”  means  to  disregard 

or  to  count  as  nothing.  In  the  garden,  the  Lord  Jesus  prayed  concerning  the 
bitter  cup  he  was  about  to  drink.  He  contemplated  the  cruel  mockings  of  the 
Roman  soldiers.  He  anticipated  the  animosity  of  the  angry  mob,  yet  he  did 
not  flinch.  He  did  not  fall  back.  He  vicUuiously  completed  the  work  of 
Saviour. 

Jesus  endured  the  cruelties  of  crucifixion.  He  took  upon  his  shoulders  the 
condemnation  of  sin.  He  experienced  the  coldness  of  death.  He  totally  disre¬ 
garded  the  Satanic  struggles  against  him.  He  did  not  count  these  experiences 
worthy  of  worry.  In  great  joy  he  looked  ahead  to  a  full  and  complete  salvation 
for  believers. 

Even  though  Jesus  totally  disregarded  these  experiences  in  his  own  life ;  he 
took  into  full  account  each  adverse  situation  that  the  believer  shall  endure 
and  brought  victory.  Now,  in  CSirist,  we  may  joyfully  sing: 

“Thou^  Satan  should  buffet,  tho’  trials  should  come 
Let  this  blest  assurance  control. 

That  (]hrist  has  regarded  my  helpless  estate 
And  hath  shed  his  own  blood  for  my  soul.” 
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Ramsey  FoUard  dies 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (AP)— Ramsey 
Pollard,  a  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention,  died 
Apr.  20  at  the  age  of  81. 

Pollard  was  pastor  of  the  12,000- 
member  Bellevue  Baptist  Church  in 
Memphis  from  1900  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1972. 

An  ordained  minister  for  60  years, 
he  had  been  pastor-emeritus  at  Bel¬ 
levue  Baptist  since  1979. 

Over  the  years,  he  also  served  as 
the  pastor  of  churches  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.;  Tampa,  Fla.;  Handley, 
Texas;  and  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Most  recently,  he  was  interim  pas¬ 
tor  at  Union  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
in  Memphis. 

Pollai^  was  elected  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
1960  and  1961. 

Services  were  10:30  a.-m.  Apr.  23  at 
Bellevue  Baptist  (Thurch. 

Enrollment  up  , 

BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina— 
Enrollment  at  International  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina,  is  up  30  percent 
over  last  year.  The  156  students  rep¬ 
resent  a  record  enrollment.  “I  am 
gratefully  surprised  that  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  (economic )  crisis  like  we  are 
living,  so  many  young  people,  espe¬ 
cially  whole  families,  have  accepted 
the  Lord’s  challenge,”  said  registrar 
Alicia  Zorzoli. 


CALVARY  OtUROl.  GREENVILLE,  held  a  GA  recognition  service  during  WMU 
Focus  Week.  The  theme  was  "It's  a  Small  World,"  and  the  girts  dressed  In 
costumes  of  various  countries.  Left  to  right,  front  row:  Chastity  Manor,  Jennifer 
LaFoe,  Keri  Furr,  (^ydje  Dover,  Lee  Ann  Dorris-,  Latisha  Powell.  Back  row: 
Beverly  Downs,  Karen  Self,  Brenda  Hollingworth,  Tracy  Dunn,  Jennifer  Furr,  Kate 
Eubank.  GA  leaders  are  Melanie  Adams  and  Linda  Riley.  QA  director  is  Diane 
Wa'ker.  Mission  Friends  also  helped  out  In  the  program.  To  carry  out  tho  thenoe 
they  either  dressed  in  costumes  or  displayed  items  they  had  made  from  other 
countries.  Pictured  in  bottom  photo  are  Betty  Chesteen,  WMU  director,  and 
Mission  Friends.  Mark  Walker.  Jason  Powell,  Stephanie  Dorris.  Jessica  Flanni- 
gan,  Pam  Dorris.  April  Riley,  and  Kevin  Carter.  Marie  Flannigan  is  the  Mission 
Friends  leader.  Jintniy  Furr  is  pastor. 


"DEDICATING  OUR  HOMES.  OUR  CHURCH,  and  our  lives  to  Jesus "  is  the 
theme  of  Riverside  Church,  Pascagouia,  for  April,  May,  and  June.  This  theme  was 
put  into  practice  on  April  1  with  the  dedication  of  a  newly  renovated  fellowship- 
education  building.  The  building,  formerly  the  old  sanctuary,  was  completely 
renovated  under  supervision  of  James  L.' Alexander,  building  chairman.  The 
project,  which  began  as  an  act  of  faith,  is  now  debt  free.  The  dedication  service 
began  at  2  p.m.  with  special  guests,  J.  D.  Lundy  and  H.  L.  Fewell,  former  pastors, 
and  Allen  Webb,  Jackson  Ckiunty  director  of  missions.  Fewell  brought  the  dedi¬ 
cation  message.  Pastor  of  the  Riverside  Church  is  Terry  L.  Long.  Left  to  right,  in 
photo:  Terry  L.  Long,  James  L.  Alexander,  J.  D.  Lundy,  H.  L.  Fewell. 


LAKEVIEW  CXUROf,  LELANO  has  established  a  children’s  choir  for  ages  6-11. 
Pictured  are  the  children  and  the  church  minister  of  music  and  youth,  Wayne 
(kothman. 


Southside  Church,  Aberdeen’s 
choir  and  children  recently  pre¬ 
sented  the  musical  play,  “Down  by 
the  Creek  Bank.” 

Glading  Churds,'  Amite  County, 
held  an  Eastenj^uhrise  Service  at 
6:30  a  m.  on  ApVll  22.  Guest  speaker 
was  David  Luce  of  Calvary  Church, 
Smithdale.  C3tarles  Kirkfield  is  the 
Glading  pastor. 

Palestine  Church,  Simpson 
County,  will  present  a  spring  concert 
of  gospel  music  and  old-fashioned 
hymns,  at  6  p.m.  on  April  29  in  the 
Palestine  sanctuary.  Sammy 
McDonald,  minister  of  music  and  as¬ 
sistant  pastor  at  Palestine,  will  di¬ 
rect  the  program,  to  be  presented  by 
the  combined  adult  and  youth  and 
children’s  choirs. 

Oakland  diurch,  Cktrintfa,  has  re¬ 
cently  introduced  a  video  teaching 
ministry,  “Firm  Foundations.”  The 
program  will  be  seen  in  the  Ckirinth 
area  Sunday  mornings  at  9:00  a.m. 
on  (^immunity  Cable,  C3iannel  12. 

Pinecrest  Church,  at  Plantation 
Shores  in  Rankin  Association,  will 
have  a  notebuming  service  on  April 
29  on  the  total  debt  of  the  ll-year-dd 
congregation.  The  church  owns 
seven  acres  and  has  both  a  mobile 
building  and  a  permanent  au¬ 
ditorium  on  the  property.  There  are 
100  members,  and  L.  C.  Newell  is  the 
pastor. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  ctyie  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmartehip  guaranlaad. 
Write  for  (Huatrated  price  folder 
"Intemetionslly  known  tpoctlmts" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 


1 


Thursday,  April  2S,  1984 


PAGE  la  BAPTIST  RECORD 

Carey  names  Helen  Phillips 
outstanding  alumnus,  1984 


Harmony  (Carroll);  April  30-May 
4;  services at7:30p.m.;  H.C.  Bailey, 
pastor  of  Phillipston  Church,  Sidon, 
bringing  the  messages;  Luther 
Lindsey,  pastor.  Homecoming  day, 
April  29.  (See  “Homecomings.”) 


Bellevue  Church,  Hattiesburg: 
April  29-May  4;  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Joe 
Hasson,  pastor  of  Westview, 
Helen  Maurice  Phillips,  a  1931  Jackson,  evangelist;  A.  J.  Pace,  pas- 
graduate  of  Mississippi  Woman’s 
College,  was  honored  during 

homecoming  activities  at  William  Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen: 
Carey  College  by  being  named  the  Apr.  29-May  3;  Sun.  services,  11  a.m. 
1984  “Outstanding  Alumnus  of  the  and  7  p.m.;  during  week,  7  p.m.; 
Year.”  Miss  Phillips,  a  native  of  Ronnie  Mitchell,  evangelist;  music 
ShubuU,  now  lives  in  Meridiah.  director,  Dudley  Brasher;  0.  E. 
-  At  age  eight,  Helen  Phillips  de-  Langner,  pastor, 
veloped  polio.  E)espite  this  handicap 

and  dislocation  from  family  and  Pleasant  Hill  (Leake):  April  27, 28, 
friends  for  treatment,  she  never  quit.  29;  at  7  p.m.  on  Fri.  and  ^t.;  at  11 
Her  desire  to  succeed  took  her  to  Mis-  a.m.  and  6:45  p.m.  on  Sun.;  (Jurtis 
sissippi  Woman’s  College,  where,  by  James,  interim  pastor,  of  Jackson, 
going  to  summer  school,  she  com-  preaching;  Norman  Van  Wye,  lead- 
pleted  a  B.A.  degree  in  three  years  ^8  the  singing, 
and  was  graduated  in  1931.  From  1933 

to  1937,  Miss  Phillips  served  as  an  Parkhill  Church,  Jackson;  April 
active  partner  in  a  timber  business.  29-May  2;  Howard  Benton,  pastor  of 
From  1947  to  1950,  she  served  as  a  full  Eastside  Church,  Pearl,  preaching ; 
partner  in  a  wholesale  lumber  busi-  James  Beasley,  minister  of  music, 
ness  and  upon  her  father’s  death  in  Eirst,  Crystal  Springs,  leading  the 
1950,  continued  the  business,  serving  niusic;  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ; 
as  executive  manager.  Since  1956,  at  7:30  p.m.  Mon.-Wed.;  James  C. 
she  has  served  in  an  advisory  capac-  Edwards,  pastor . 
ity  as  a  tree  farmer,  and  an  indepen¬ 
dent  bookkeeper  for  small  busines-  . 

ses.  Since  1974  she  has  worked  for  a  9,  Church  (Lamar);  April 
Meridian  medical  clinic.  2^May  3 ;  Willie  Ray  Curtis,  pastor  of 

A  member  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Eirst  Church,  Denham  Spnngs,  La., 
Meridian,  Miss  Phillips  has  been  a  S^cst  speaker;  Curtis  s  wife,  Cathy, 
Sunday  School  teacher,  WMU  trea-  sharing  special  music  in  each  ser- 
surer,  and  church  historian.  She  has  congregational  singing  under 

served  as  secretary  and  reporter  for  -  direction  of  Billy  Smith,  music  direc- 
the  Meridian  Art  Association,  is  a  Oloh;  Tim  Patrick,  pastor, 

member  of  the  Governor’s  Chmmit-  _  ' 

tee  for  Employment  of  the  Hand-  R®^t*csburg:  April 

icapped,  a  member  and  past  presi- 

dent  of  the  Pilot  Club  of  Meridian.  No^  Park  Church,  Orlando,  Fla., 
Members  of  the  Alumni  Associa-  former  pastor  in  Mississippi, 
tion  honored  her  at  a  reception  held  in  under  direction  of 

Crawford  Hall  on  the  Carey  campus.  ”■  R®^®y>  Jr*,  minister  of  music 


Sand  Ridge  (Scott):  April  29; 
homecoming,  celebration  of  being 
debt  free  on  building;  note  burning; 
Ken  West,  pastor.  Poplar  Springs, 
Mendenhall,  speaker;  dinner  on  the 
ground;  singing  in  the  afternoon; 
The  Proclaipiers,  Straight  from  the 
Carpenter’s  Shop,  to  sing;  Sunday 
School  at  10  a.m.;  Jimmy  Sellers, 
pastor. 


President  Noonkester  presents  award  to  Miss  Phillips 


Edward  Pendergrast  is  the  new 
pastor  of  Glendale  CiJiurch,  Leland. 
He  moved  there  from  Second  Church, 
Calhoun  City.  The  new  minister  of 
music  at  Glendale  is  Rudon  Lane. 


391  students 
are  baptized 


NASHVILLE  —  Mississippi 
ranked  tenth  among  state  conven¬ 
tions  in  baptizing  college  students  in 
1963  with  a  total  of  391  reported  by 
churches  in  the  state  through  the  Un¬ 
iform  Church  Letter. 

Texas  led  all  state  conventions 
with  2,110.  Florida  was  second  with 
1,028,  California,  third,  868,  and  Ok¬ 
lahoma,  fourth,  832. 

Nationwide,  the  total  of  college 


®  „  ...  belle  Fountain  burns  note  students  baptized  in  Southern  Baptist 

Conrad  Howell  has  resigned  as  churches  was  11,318,  down  slightly 

minister  of  music  and  youth  at  First  Members  of  Belle  Fountain  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean  Springs  held  a  note-  from  the  1982  total  of  11,702. 

(Dhurch,  Corinth,  to  become  minister  burning  ceremony  recently  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  payments  on  the  . 

of  music  at  First  Church,  Jasper,  church's  two  educational  buildings.  The  church  has  paid  for  the  $70,000  bond  coaKgaarowE  aAFnsraY  co. 

Ala.  ■  ever  the  past  13  and  Vi  years.  The  two  buildings,  constructed  in  1970  were  At.  I  1 

*  .  „  dedicated  to  two  church  members— Ray  Trevett  and  Kenneth  Perry.  Pictured 

r  ernwood  Church,  Gulf  (^st,  has  (from  left)  are:  Larry  Doffing;  chairman  of  the  deacons;  C.  H.  Stone  Jr.,  pastor; 
cs  James  Mynard  as  minister  of  Kenneth  Perry,  trustee  at  the  time  of  the  construction  and  Don  Welch,  educa-  iwoumwi 

"’“S'®-  tional  director  and  deacon.  |  L  ^  »-  ■»»  | 


P-  O.  BOX  11308 

-  ^^^^^^JACKSON  •  MISSISSIPPI  39213 

MOTHER’S  DAY  -  1984 


Dear  Friends  of  Children 


You  and  your  fellow  church  menbers  are  vitally  Inportant  to 
The  Children's  Village  at  every  time  of  the  year.  We  literally 
belong  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Churches  of  Mississippi  -  you  own 
us.  Ue  exist  solely  and  only  to  serve  you  through  a  Christian 
ministry  to  the  neglected  and  dependent  Mississippi  child  and  his 
troubled  family  -  weare^ourjBi8Sionto_^he_J»omeand__faml^.  We 
depend  upon  you  and  bellow  Mlsslssippians  lot  all  of  ouT^aterlal 
support  -  56Z  of  our  cash  operating  support  came  from  churches, 
acting  as  organized  groups.  In  calendar  year  1983  and  most  of  the 
rest  came  from  Mississippi  Baptist  church  members,  acting  as 
Individuals.  - 


During  CHRISTIAN  HOME  WEEK  (May  6  -  13.  1984)  and  on  MOTHER'S 
DAY  (May  13,  1984)  your  church.  Its  awareness  of  our  needs,  and  Its 
Involvement  In  our  mission  effort,  becomes  absolutely  critical  for 
us.  The  expansion  of  our  facilities  and  programs,  the  high  money 
cost  of  everything  we  need  and  use,  the~  expensive  challenge  of  the 
older  and  more  troubled  child  we  currently  serve,  combine  to  render 
our  need  for  your  prayerful  understanding  and  your  Increased  dollar 
support  -  AS  A  CHURCH  -  greater  than  ever  In  1984.  We  can  appeal 
to  your  church,  as  an  organized  churcr^""onTyTurTng  Christian  Home 
Week  and  at  Mother's  Day.  MorethanTSZofourmlnlmumnee^must 
be  met  through  designated  giving  this  year. 


If  your  church  does  not  have  a  supply  of  Mother's  Day  gift 
envelopes  we  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  to  you  on  request.  Inf or 
■national  brochures  and  other  means  of  conmuinlcatlng  to  your  church 
our  message  and  our  need  are  also  available.  By  this  letter  we 
earnestly  request  that  our  need  and  our  ministry  be  effectively 
presented  to  our  Baptist  friends  throughout  the  state.  We  solicit 
your  prayers  and  Influence  throughout  the  year,  and  we  pray  for  a 
substantial  cash  offering  from  churches  throughout  Mississippi  at 
this  MOTHER'S  DAY  1984. 


Respectfully 


PAUL  N.  NUNNERY 
Executive  Director 


THE  VILLAGE  DOLLAR 


HOW  WE  SPEND  IT** 


Cooperative  Program 


Children's  Food,  Clothing 
and  Home  Needs 


Designated  Gifts 


Education 


Mother's  Day 


Utilities  &  Maintenance 


Holiday  Fund 


Administration 


Dress  A  Child 
At  Easter 


Social  Service;  Medical 
&  Dental 


Back  To  School  & 

Memorials  11. OZ 


Capital  Outlays  &  Debt 
Service 


Contingencies 


Investment  Income 


Promotion  &  Development 


Parental  Support 


Other 


*Flgures  based  upon  budget  for  year 
ending  6/30/84. 


**Flguces  based  upon  budget  for 
year  ending  6/30/84. 


"When  my  father  and  mother 
forsake  me,  then  the  Lord  will 
take  me  up". 

(Psalms  27:10) 


"Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye 
that  pass  by?..." 

(Lamentations  1:12a) 
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Bible  Book 


Be  mature  in  faith 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirky,  pastor.  Parkway,  Tapdo 
James  i:24, 1241 


Visions  of  destruction 


We  now  turn  our  attention  fw  the 
next  five  weeks  to  the  Epistle  of 
James  and  stnne  day  by  day  needs  of 
Christian  living.  The  wmxIs  are  so 
practical  that  they  may  be  applied  to 
every  person  and  so  clearly  stated 
that  little  or  no  explanations  are 
needed.  Christians  must  face  hard¬ 
ships  that  come  to  them  from  without 
and  temptations  that  come  from 
within,  and  in  both  instances,  one  can 
fmd  help  from  God. 

Response  to  hardships  (1:24).  The 
word  translated  “temptations”  in  the 
second  verse  actually  refers  to  test¬ 
ings  or  hardships  that  confront  us  in 
life.  (Certainly  we  are  not  to  rejoice 
just  because  troubles  come  upon  us 
!md  covet  them,  but  rather,  we  count 
it  joy  because  we  have  help  in-  times 
of  trouble  and  can  profit  from  the  ex¬ 
perience.  This  trying  or  testing  of  our 
faith  both  demands  and  develops 
patience  so  that  one  who  endures  will 
emerge  stronger  than  ever  before. 

The  principle  of  growth  is  found 
everywhere  in  Christian  thinking, 
f  and  though  it  is  deemed  unreachable 
*  as  long  as  we  are  in  the  flesh,  nothing 
short  of  perfection  is  to  be  our  goal. 
This  cannot  be  achieved  by  merely 
acquiring  knowledge  but  must  in¬ 
volve  a  right  relationship  to  God  and 
the  guidance  that  only  he  can  give. 
Thus,  as  we  seek  for  wisdom  or 
spiritual  discernment,  we  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  him  through  prayer  and  may 
expect  a  liberal  answer  for  help  in 
.  our  spiritual  growth  and  living. 

Before  this  comes  to  pass,  there 


must  be  sincerity  and  finality  in  our 
resolve  and  commitnnent.  Too  many 
of  us  are  like  Lot’s  wife  who  wanted  to 
look  both  ways.  We  long  for  the  help 
and  happiness  that  God  can  provide, 
but  we  too  often  wonder  if  he  can  do 
that  which  he  has  promised  or  else  if 
he  will.  We  need  to  hev  again  the 
words  of  the  leper  who  came  to  Jesus 
saying,  “If  you  will,  you  can  make 
me  clean.”  God  can,  and  he  will.  We 
need  not  doubt  either  his  power  or  his 
love. 

Response  to  temptation  (1:12-18). 
Not  everyone,  though,  will  find  it 
easy  to  endure  such  trials  and  will 
feel  that  compromise  and  earthly 
outlets  offer  the  best  solutimi.  Appa¬ 
rently,  there  were  those  in  James’ 
day  who  actually  justified  their  sins 
by  saying  that  they  were  tempted  by 
God.  One  might  excuse  his  sinning  by 
saying  that  G<xl  created  him  to  do  the 
way  that  he  does  or  that  he  placed 
man  in  positions  where  sin  is  inevita¬ 
ble.  This  is  never  true.  All  of  us  live  in 
the  same  world  and  face  the  same 
basic  circumstances. 

The  temptation  comes  from  our 
own  inner  being,  from  our  individual 
appetites  and  desires.  These,  while 
present  in  all  of  us,  can  be  guided  and 
directed  into  channels  of  our  own 
choosing,  and  we  either  control  them 
or  surrender  to  them.  What  we  are 
within  gives  way  to  outward  expres¬ 
sions.  These  appetites  may  not  be 
wrong  in  themselves,  but  when  they 
are  not  controlled  or  properly  used. 


they  give  way  to  abuse  and  sin. 

To  illustmte,  James  used  the  lec¬ 
ture  of  conception  and  birth,  owning 
growth,  and  eventual  death.  This 
warning  concerning  the  ultimate  end 
of  sin  serves  as  a  warning  to  those 
who  are  unconcerned  about  abnOT- 
mal  appetites  and  those  who  simply 
want  to  experiment  with  questiona¬ 
ble  practices. 

Contrary  to  the  idea  that  God 
tempts  one  to  evil,  James  declares 
that  every  good  gift  and  every  per¬ 
fect  gift  is  a  blessing  from  our 
heavenly  Father.  It  was  his  own  will 
that  gave  us  a  well  ordered  world  and 
that  sent  a  Redeemer  when  men 
chose  to  sin.  The  expression,  vari¬ 
ableness  and  shadow  of  turning,  is 
apparently  an  astron(»nical  term  of 
the  day  referring  to  the  changing  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  light  from  the  sun  and 
moon  and  is  used  to  declare  that 
(jod’s  goodness  never  changes.  We 
can  count  our  blessings  every  day. 

Response  to  the  word  (1:11-21). 
Since  the  grace  of  God  has  blessed  us 
in  such  large  measure,  we  ought  to 
respond  with  meekness  and  self- 
control  and  not  resist  or  be  angered 
by  instruction  and  guidance.  In  this, 
one  is  to  be  swift  to  hear,  slow  to 
speak,  slow  to  wrath.  James  used  the 
metaphor  of  removing  erne’s  clothing 
to  say  that  we  are  to  lay  aside  all 
filthiness  and  moral  weakness  and 
receive  the  Gospel  that  is  able  to  im¬ 
plant  itself  ip  our  hearts,  change  our 
lives,  and  save  our  souls. 


life  and  Work 


A  dedicated  parent 


By  Gerald  P.  Buckley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Natchez 
Lnkel:2«-5< 


It  is  an  awesome  event  to  become  a 
parent.  When  one  looks  down  into  a 
tiny  bed  containing  his  child,  he  feels 
some  deep  emotions.  It  is  a  stagger¬ 
ing  responsibility  to  be  a  parent. 
Many  mothers  and  dads  have  strug¬ 
gled  with  feelings  of  inadequacy  as 
they  faced  the  pressure  and  demands 
of  the  day  in  which  we  live.  It  is  not 
easy  to  a  parent  today,  and  we 
need  help  and  encouragement  to 
make  our  honies  what  they  ought  to 
be. 

The  family  is  the  strength  of  a  na¬ 
tion.  When  family  life  is  strong,  the 
nation  thrives.  History  shows  that 
when  the  family  begins  to  disinte¬ 
grate,  the  fail  of  the  nation  quickly 
follows. 

Our  day  has  seen  tremendous  i^res- 
sure  exerted  on  the  family.  Our 
highly  mobile  society  has  been  a  fac¬ 
tor.  The  home  Is  no  longer  the  center 
of  activity.  Economic  factors  have 
entered  in.  Many  wives  have  found  it 
necessary  to  work  outside  the  home. 
This  has  introduced  problems  in  the 
home,  especially  in  the  care  and 
rearing  of  children.  Broken  homes 
and  one  parent  families  are  all  too 
cotnmon. 

For  the  next  four  weeks,  the  les¬ 
sons  will  focus  on  the  family.  We  will 
examine  appropriate  scripture  in  an 
effort  to  learn  what  G<^  teaches 
about  the  home.  In  the  lesson  this 


week,  we  will  examine  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  Jesus  to  his  family. 

I.  God’s  message  to  Mary  (Luke 
1:3«45) 

“You  are  pregnant  and  will  bear  a 
child.”  Hun^eds  of  times  daily  such 
a  report  rolls  from  the  lip>8  of  doctors. 
What  an  exciting  announcement  for 
young  couples  ready  to  enlarge  their 
families.  What  a  welcome  relief  for 
long-married  partners  who  eagerly 
have  awaited  the  promise  of  a  ^Id. 
What  thrilling  news  for  persons  who 
have  prayed  for  the  presence  of  a  new 
life  in  their  homes.  But,  what  about 
this  statement  to  a  young  girl  only 
betrothed,  not  married? 

The  angel  told  Mary  that  she  would 
bear  a  son  who  would  be  named 
Jesus.  His  description  of  the  son  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  would  be  the  long 
awaited  Messiah.  Mary  was  con¬ 
fused.  How  could  she  b^me  preg¬ 
nant  when  she  had  not  yet  ottered 
into  the  husband-wife  r^tionship? 
Who  would  father  the  child? 

The  angel  informed  Mary  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  would  oune  upon  her.  Her 
conception  would  be  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Viewing  it  purely 
from  the  biological  viewpoint,  some 
categorically  deny  the  po^bility  of  a 
virghi  birth.  Mary  did  not  do  so. 
Neither  did  Luke  the  physician.  The 
virgin  birth  of  Jesus  rests  firmly  on 
Matthew  1:18-25  and  Luke  1:8248. 


Both  Matthew  and  Luke  are  careful 
to  point  out  that  Joseph  was  not  the 
father  of  Jesus. 

“He  shall  be  called  great.”  The 
birth  of  this  child  was  to  be  a  blessing 
to  nuuiy .  The  anticipation  of  the  birth 
of  a  baby  is  a  mixture  of  both  fear  and 
joy.  Fear  comes  as  one  looks  at  the 
possibilities  of  danger  involved  in  the 
birth  and  development  of  a  child.  Joy 
comes  over  the  prospects  involved  in 
the  child.  Who  can  measure  the  po¬ 
tential  inherent  in  a  new-born  baby? 
God  chose  Mary  to  give  birth  to  his 
Son,  and  to  rear  his  Son  to  maturity, 
n.  A  song  of  praise  and  rejoicing 
(Luke  1:38  ;48-58) 

Mary  conunitted  herself  to  the  will 
of  God.  The  key  word  here  is  obedi¬ 
ence.  She  put  herself  into  the  hands  of 
God  in  humble  trust  in  his  will.  There 
was  no  analysis  or  speculation.  She 
was  simply  ready  and  willing  to  obey , 
and  for  her  the  issue  was  settled.  In 
beautiful  submission,  she  called  her¬ 
self  “the  handmaid  of  the  Lord.”  She 
neither  raised  objections  nor  specu¬ 
lated  about  the  hardships  the  situa¬ 
tion  might  bring  her. 

Poetry  has  been  called  the  over¬ 
flow  of  powerful  feeling.  Mary  was  so 
filled  by  the  Spirit  and  so  conscious  of 
the  power  and  glory  of  God  that  she 
broke  out  in  exalted  poetry,  a  psalm 
of  praise.  How  wonderful  that  God 
had  chosen  one  so  lowly  for  such  an 


By  Bill  CaOwy,  paster 
Amos? 

In  chapters  1-6  Amos  kept  saying 
“Thus  says  the  Lord.”  T^e  study 
today  is  a  section  in  which  he  says 
“God  showed  me.” 

1.  The  vision  of  the  locasts  (7:1-3) 

He  sees  (Jod  preparing  (in  the  lava 
stage)  a  swarm  of  locusts.  Amos 
knows  immediately  that  if  they  ma¬ 
ture  it  will  be  the  end  of  the  spring 
^crops.  He  thai  saw  the  awesome  de¬ 
struction  l^ter  the  swarm  (fully  de¬ 
veloped)  and  passed  through  the. 
fields  (1-2).  'The  prophet  was  deeply 
moved  to  intercede  in  prayer  for  his 
land.  Even  though  the  nation  saw  it¬ 
self  as  strong,  he  saw  it  rightly  as 
small  and  defenseless  before  (Jod 
(2b).  Because  of  the  intercessory 
prayer  of  the  prophet,  God  repented 

(3) .  This  means  God  changed  his 
course  of  action.  It  does  not  mean 
(jod  had  a  change  of  heart,  for  God’s 
heart  is  always  turned  to  respond  to 
spiritual  condition  of  his  people.  Who 
knows  how  many  times  the  hand  of 
God  has  been  stayed  by  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  one  praying  person? 

n.  The  visioB  (rf  fire  (4-8) 

He  next  saw  God  preparing  a  fire 
(probably  drought).  The  fire  began 
in  the  great  deep  beneath  the  earth 
(drying  all  sources  of  water)  so  that 
the  farmland  was  being  consumed 

(4) .  Once  again  the  prophet  begged 
God  to  stop,  appealing  that  Jacob 
(synonjrm  for  Israel)  was  uifgble  to 
stand  and  contest  against  G^  (5). 
This  idea  of  contending  with  God 
shows  that  Amos  saw  these  visions  as 
judgment  against  the  nation  for  their 
evil. 

Once  again  the  intercession  of  the 
prophet  caused  God  to  relent  (6). 

m.  The  vision  of  the  plumbUne 
(7-8) 

This  time  the  prophet  sees  the  Lord 
standing  by  a  wall  with  a  plumbline 
in  his  hand  (7).  The  purpose  was  to 
see  the  degree  to  which  the  wall  was 
not  “true”  or  how  far  it  varied  from 
being  vertical.  This  time  God  in¬ 
itiates  the  conversation  and  asks 
Amos  if  he  can  tell,  as  God  can  tell, 
just  how  far  Israel  has  deviated.  It  is 
so  obvious  that  Amos  does  not  even 
intercede  this  time  as  God  declares 
that  because  of  it  he  can  “spare  them 
no  longer”  (8). 

The  high  places  (places  of  idol  wor¬ 
ship  I  Kings  12:31-13:34)  with  its  false 
priesthood  (not  Levites)  are  to  be  ut¬ 
terly  wip^  out  along  with  the 
sanctuaries  (9a).  This  national  evil  is 


exalted  role. 

To  Mary  was  granted  the  blessed¬ 
ness  of  being  the  mother  (tf  the  Son  (rf 
God.  Well  mi|^t  her  heart  be  filled 
with  an  amazing  joy  at  so  great  a 
privilege.  And  yet  that  very  blessed¬ 
ness  was  to  be  a  sword  to  pierce  her 
heart.  That  very  glory  was  to  break 
htf  heart.  She  was  blessed  and  that 
very  blessedness  meant  that  some 
day  she  would  see  that  son  of  hers 
hanging  on  a  cross.  To  be  chosen  by 
God  so  oftoi  means  at  the  same  time 
a  crown  of  joy  and  a  cross  of  sorrow. 
The  piercing  truth  is  that  God  does 
not  choose  a  person  for  ease  and  com¬ 
fort  but  for  a  great  task  that  will  take 
all  that  head  and  heart  and  hand  can 
bring  to  it.  God  chooses  a  person  to 
use  that  person. 


,  Parkway,  Jackson 
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an  outgrowth  (rf  the  evils  of  Jeroboam 
and  will  result  in  an  invasion  and  de¬ 
feat  by  the  sword  (9b). 

IV.  Amos  c<mironted  by  Amaxiah 
(18-17) 

Amaziah,  the  hireling  priest  of 
Jeroboam,  repbrts  to  the  king  that 
Amos  is  conspiring  against  him  and 
that  he  is  danger  to  the  land.  He  tells 
the  king  that  Amos  predicts  the 
king’s  death  by  the  sword  and  that 
the  land  will  go  into  exile  (10-11). 
Amaziah  then  apparently  drew  the 
duty  to  take  care  of  the  nuitter  and 
told  Amos  to  go  home  (to  Judah)  and 
do  his  prophesying  there  but  not  to 
disturb  Israel  any  longer.  This  is  a 
politically  based  state  religion  op¬ 
posed  to  be  true  religion  of  Jehovah 
(1M3). 

Amos  responds  that  he  is  not  a 
prophet  by  choice  or  birth  (a  Levite) 
but  by  the  call  of  God.  His  choice  was 
to  farm.  God’s  choice  was  for  him  to 
prophesy  (14-15).  Because  Amaziah 
has  set  himself  against  God  ( 16)  then 
four  things  will  happen  to  him:  his 
wife  will  be  violated  (become  a  pros¬ 
titute)  by  the  enemy  soldiers;  his 
sons  daughters  will  be  killed;  his 
land  will  be  measured  and  given 
away;  and  Amaziah  himself  will  die- 
in  a  foreign  (unclean)  land  (17). 
Further,  it  will  happen  as  God  has 
said  and  Israel  will  go  into  exile  ( 17 ) . 

V.  The  vision  of  summer  fruit  (8:14) 

(xod  showed  Amos  a  basket  filled 

with  the  produce  of  the  land  after  the 
growing  season.  The  harvest  was 
normal^  a  joyous  time  in  Israel.  The 
words  for  “summer  fruit”  and  the 
word  for  “end”  sound  very  much 
alike  in  Hebrew.  God  used  the  play  on 
words  to  say  that  it  was  the 
(l-2a).  The  future  harvest  would  not 
be  what  they  expected-  God  would  not 
“pass  by”  (2b)  as  he  did  in  the  Pass- 
over  in  Egypt,  but  will  not  spare  them 
this  time. 

How  many  times  God  has  stood  “at 
the  door”  to  bring  judgment  upon  the 
worid,  no  one  knows.  Nor  does  any¬ 
one  know  how  many  times  he  has 
stayed  his  hand  because  of  the 
prayers  of  his  people.  But  we  do  know 
that  one  day  Jesus  will  suddenly 
come  in  judgment  upon  evil!  It  will 
happen  even  as  he  has  said. 


■  w 

tSi 


<0  o 
o  o 
I 


n 

yo 


^  cv 
a  N 
n 
z 

o  z 

in  ^ 


—  O  UJH 
j  ujcr 
o  UJ 
a  HCD 

<  «^o 

I  x  a  uj 
X  _i 

K  K  U  N- 

O  UJ  C> 

I  zu»oi 

iT  z  oj  -e  10 

O  UJ  X  < 

o  m  UJ  2 


U) 

o 

CM 

o> 

CO 

CO 

2 

cf 

o 

CO 

u 

(0 


X 

o 

CD 


Mnptmt  Uwnrli 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 
May  3,  1984  Published  Since  1877 


‘We  gather 
together’ 


Hong  Kong’s  1997  deadline; 


Pictured  above  left  and  right  are 
scenes  from  downtown  Kansas  City. 
Massive  Roe  Bartle  Hall  (left  with  trian¬ 
gular  designs)  will  be  the  working  ad¬ 
dress  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  June  12-14,  for  its  127th  gather¬ 
ing.  Above  right  shows  some  of  the 
downtown  lodging  in  the  city.  The  Kan¬ 
sas  City  area  has  more  than  13,(XX) 
hotel  and  motel  rooms  so  all  SBC  mes¬ 
sengers  should  be  able  to  find  one.  All 
of  it  won't  be  located  downtown,  but  all 
should  have  easy  access  via  freeway  to 
the  convention  center. 


countdown  for  Christians 


By  Eliick  Bridges 
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HONG  KONG  (BP)  — Susanne  sits 
in  her  family’s  small  furniture  shop, 
hands  clenched  tightly  in  her  lap,  and 
weeps. 

The  young,  unmarried,  middle- 
class  ^ptist  woman  must  make  an 
agonizing  decision  about  the  future: 
to  leave  Hong  Kong  or  to  stay?  Her 
aging  parents  don’t  want  to  leave 
h^e  for  a  strange  land ;  but  already 
a  sister  lives  in  France,  and  a  brother 
has  left  to  study  in  the  United  States. 
She  fears  the  disintegration  of  her 
family. 

A  larger  fear  hovers  in  the 
background.  Susanne  thinks  Hong 
Kong  may  “melt  like  ice  cream’’  be¬ 
fore  long.  But  it  is  home;  and  if  Chris¬ 
tians  leave,  Susanne  asks,  who  will 
remain  to  preach  (Jhrist  and  train  be¬ 
lievers?  “I’m  asking  God  what  I 
should  do,’’  she  said.  *T’m  asking 
myself  now.  It  will  be  too  late  then.’’ 

“Then’’  in  1997.  Hong  Kong  is  living 
on  borrowed  time,  and  1997  is  the 
year  the  debt  comes  due.  That’s  when 
England’s  century-and-a-half  rule 
over  this  tiny  piece  of  south  (3iina 
comes  to  an  end.  The  99-year  British 
lease  on  the  “New  Territorie8’’-a 
367-square-mile  chunk  of  Chinese 
real  estate  —  expires  July  1  of  that 
year.  But  China  also  intoids  to  re¬ 
claim  nearby  Hong  Kong  Island  and 
the  Kowloon  Peninsula. 

England  claims  two  19th  century 
treaties  with  China  made  Hong  Kong 
and  Kowloon  permanent  British  pos¬ 
sessions.  China  says  the  treaties 
were  signed  at  gunpoint  and  are  null 
and  void. 

The  dispute  goes  back  to  the  first 
Opium  War,  a  two-year  conflict  over 
the  then-booming  ophim  trade  which 
pitted  British  warships  against  weak 
Chinese  Imperial  forces.  ’The  1842 
Treaty  of  Nanking  ended  the  fight¬ 


ing,  opened  five  Chinese  ports  to 
British  trade  and  gave  Hong  Kong  Is¬ 
land  to  England  as  a  Oown  colony. 
Kowloon  and  nearby  Stonecutters  Is¬ 
land  followed  in  an  1860  treaty. 

Communist  China  has  tolerated  the 
existence  of  this  frantically  capitalist 
comer  on  its  southern  shore  in  return 
for  the  major  economic  benefits 
Hong  Kong  brings  to  the  mainland. 
But  the  Chinese  insist  they  will  “re¬ 
cover  sovereignty’’  of  the  area  in 
1997,  perhaps  sooner. 

Christians  in  Hong  Kong,  including 
more  than  30,000  ^ptists,  have  an 
especiaUy  urgent  reason  for  wanting 
to  know  what  will  happen  and  when : 
thrir  religious  freedom  is  at  stake. 
They  wonder  to  what  extent  Chinese 
control  of  Hong  Kong  will  mean  con- 
trd  of  the  church. 

In  China,  Protestants  worshipping 
in  recently  reopened  churches  telong 
to  the  Three  Self  Patriotic  Move¬ 
ment,  a  government-recognized  or¬ 
ganization  committed  to  self  support, 
self-government  and  self¬ 
propagation.  (Chinese  (htholics  be¬ 
long  to  a  similar  organization  which 
doesn’t  recognize  Vatican  author¬ 
ity.)  Churches,  clergy,  seminaries, 
and  religious  literature  are  approved 
and  overseen  by  the  government  Re¬ 
ligious  Affairs  Bureau. 

Christians  in  China  have  the  con¬ 
stitutional  right  to  believe  and  wor¬ 
ship,  but  no  explicit  right  to 
evangelize.  Missionaries  and  mate¬ 
rial  support  from  abroad  are  prohi¬ 
bited. 

One  high-ranking  Chinese  official 
based  in  Hong  Kong  told  an  Italian 
delegation  in  January  the  “three 
self’’  rules  will  not  apply  to  Hong 
Kong  Christians  after  1997,  implying 
local  churches  might  enjoy  au¬ 
tonomy  and  foreign  missionaries 


might  allowed  to  stay.  " 

The  72  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Hong  Kong  have  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  possibility  of  leaving, 
however.  They  remember  what  hap¬ 
pened  after  the  (hmmunists  came  to 
power  in  China  in  1949.  Gfflcial  oppos¬ 
ition  to  missionaries  increased  step 
by  step,  making  ministry  and  rela¬ 
tions  with  Christians  more  and  more 
difficult.  By  the  end  of  1951  all  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  were  gone. 

Will  the  same  thing  happen  in  Hong 
Kong?  Possibly,  but  several  mis¬ 
sionaries  see  no  reason  to  assume  the 
worst.  “I  think  there  are  certain  situ¬ 
ations  that  would  perhaps  permit  a 
toleration  of  us,’’  especially  those  of¬ 
fering  professional  or  educational 
skills,  said  Jerry  Barrett  of  Hong 
Kong  Baptist  Chllege. 

Hong  Kong  Baptists  can  face  1997 
and  beyond  without  missionaries  if 
need  be,  but  many  are  worried  about 
the  current  exodus  of  Chinese  pas¬ 
tors.  “The  churches  are  already  suf¬ 
fering  because  we  have  seen  quite  a 
few  pastors  leaving  the  city  going  to 
the  United  States,’’  said  one  Baptist 
spokesman.  “Th^  is  a  surplus  of 
Chinese  ministers  in  San  Francisco 
and  New  York,  whereas  in  Hong 
Kong  we  don’t  hisve  enough.’’ 

O^r  pastors  are  opting  for  minis¬ 
try  in  Chnada,  Ekirope,  ot  elswhere  in 
Asia. 

Rather  than  actively  retreating, 
however,  many  church  leaders  are 
struggling  to  decide  how  to  cope  with 
the  crisis,  or  whether  to  acknowledge 
there  is  a  crisis  at  all.  S(»ne  see  no 
point  in  worrying  about  what  will 
happen  13  years  from  now.  But  an 
encouraging  determination  to  face 
1997  and  even  take  advantage  of  it 
may  be  emerging  among  young 
chundi  members. 


“We  should  prepare  for  the 
change,’’  said  a  member  of  a  young- 
adult  Sunday  school  class.  "We 
should  discipline  ourselves.  We  are  a 
mirror  of  the  social  environment  in 
Hong  Kong.  We  love  to  buy  luxury 
goods  and  things  like  that.  But  if  we 
want  to  adjust  to  the  new  atmosphere 
we  have  to  discipline  ourselves  and 
spread  the  gospel  news  to  people  as 
quickly  as  we  can.’’ 

Private  British-CJhinese  negotia¬ 
tions  about  the  colony’s  future  began 
last  summer  alternating  between 
Hong  Kong  and  Beijing  (Peking). 
Despite  extreme  secrecy,  specula¬ 
tion  about  the  goings-on  at  the  talks 
has  become  the  daily  topic  of  conver- 
saticMi  in  nervous  Hong  Kong.  “’This 
is  a  rumor-mongering  town,’’  ob¬ 
served  one  missionary." 

The  talks  appeared  to  be  dead¬ 
locked  in  the  early  rounds,  but  the 
outline  of  a  settlement  now  seems  to 
be  emerging.  The  British  have  been 
pressing  for  continued  administra¬ 
tive  control  of  the  colony  in  return  for 
an  acknowledgement  of  China’s 
sovereignty,  a  deal  Beijing  rejects. 
But  the  Chinese  are  reportedly  offer¬ 
ing  a  50-year  grace  period  after  1997 
with  no  major  changes,  a  “mini¬ 
constitution’’  guaranteeing  local 
self-rule,  plus  special  economic 
status  allowing  capitalism  to  con¬ 
tinue. 

Hong  Kong’s  5.5  million  people 
watch  anxiously  as  the  two  powers 
decide  their  future.  Baptists  and 
missionaries,  meanwhile,  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  act.  The  1977  deadline, 
whether  it  brings  drastic  change  or 
not,  has  put  one  priority  in  sharp 
focus  for  them:  evangelism  and  dis- 
cipleship  must  come  first. 

(Bridges  writes  fer  the  Foreign 
MIssIob  Board.) 


What  about  the  SBC? 


As  convention  time  approaches,  tion  was  organized.  On  the  other  hand  but  the  Bible'.  'Diat’s  one  of  the  10 
perhaps  it  is  time  once  again  to  there  are  those  who  would  say  that  to  tenets. 

examine  the  organism  called  the  be  able  to  join  tog4ther  in  missions  _  u 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  efforts,  all  Southern  Baptists  must  V^ere  are  14  million  of  us.  We  have 

seek  to  understand  what  it  is  and  why  subscribe  to  a  doctrinal  position  that  being  able  to  ^  toat  we  are 

it  is  what  it  is.  There  are  voices  from  includes  beliefs  almost  specifically  ^  nation  s  largest  F^otestant  d^ 
many  directions  at  this  time  trying  to  described;  and  the  priesthood  of  the  nomination  We  must  face  the  fact, 
determine  what  the  Southern  Baptist  believer  gives  those  who  cannot  find  however,  that  also  we  are  unwieldy. 
Convention  is  by  their  own  pro-  themselves  within  that  boundary  of  So  what  is  the  cinswer?  There  never 
nouncements  of  what  they  think  it  beliefs  the  license  to  find  some  other  will  be  one,  and  we  may  as  well  face 
should  be.  group  which  would  come  nearer  to  it.  Jn'1925  we  tried  to  establish  a 

What  is  it,  really?  There  is  absp-  fitting  their  concepts.  statement  to  define  ourselves.  We 

lutely  no  source  of  definition  but  the  Then  there  are  Southern  Baptists  revised  it  in  1%3  and  called  it  the 
constitution  of  the  Southern  Baptist  strung  out  from  one  end  |p  the  other  Baptist  Statement  of  Faith  and  Mes- 
Convention.  Please  read ;  between  these  two  positions.  sage.  It  should  serve  the  purpose,  but 

“It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Convention  The  constitution,  however,  does  not  there  are  many  who  also  have  begun 
to  provide  a  general  organization  for  speak  to  this  issue  at  all.  The  reason  to  disagree  on  the  meaning  of  por- 
Baptists  in  the  United  States  and  its  for  the  Southem'Baptist  Convention  tions  of  this  statement, 
territories  for  the  promotion  of  Chris-  is  missions,  and  that  would  seem  to 

tian  missions  at  home  and  abroad  indicate  that  for  one  to  be  a  Southern  piere  is  no  one  to  tell  us  we  all  have 
and  any  other  objects  such  as  Christ-  Baptist  he  must  have  some  interest  in  to  interpret  the  Baptist  Statement  of 
ian  education,  benevolent  enter-  and  be  in  support  of  the  Southern  Faith  and  Message  in  the  same  way. 
prises,  and  social  services  which  it  Baptist  system  for  supporting  its  In  its  own  preamble  it  establishes  the 
may  deem  proper  and  advisable  for  missions  work.  The  priesthood  of  the  ^bat  it  is  not  intended  to  be  a 
the  furtherance  of  the  Kingdom  of  believer  does  not  enter  into  this,  for  it  creed. 

God.”  is  not  a  doctrinal  situation. '  One  of  the  mainstays  of  Baptist  be- 

Everything  we  do  as  the  Southern  On  the  other  hand  there  is  what  liefs  is  that  we  are  each  responsible 
Baptist  Convention  has  to  fit  into  that  would  seem  to  be  an  unwritten  condi-  to  God  indivichially  f<ir  the  final  for- 


Churches,  friends  divide  over 


thority  over  any  other  Baptist  body,  must  be.  And  while  we  would  all  say 
whether  church,  auxiliary  organiza-  with  certainty  that  there  is  a  limit 
tions,  associations,  or  convention.”  beyond  which  a  person  cannot  go  and 
Let’s  take  a  look  at  what  is  happen-  remain  a  Baptist,  none  of  us  can  say 
ing  among  Southern  Baptists.  ^that  he  knows  precisely  where  that 

'  limit  is.  The  d^trine  of  the  priest- 


James  Robison,  Milton  Green 


On  the  one  hand  there  are  those 
who  would  say  that  given  the  doctrine 
of  the  priesthood  of  the  believer  there 
is  no  way  to  build  a  fence  around  what 
a  Southern  Baptist  is,  almost  giving 
rise  to  the  thought  that  one  can  be¬ 
lieve  almost  anything  as  long  as  he 
supports  the  missions  causes  for 
which  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
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hood  of  the  believer  prevents  us  from 
doing  that. 

Jimpiy  Draper,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  sought 
to  establish  a  list  of  basic  positions 
that  would  characterize  a  Southern 
Baptist.  It  was  surely  a  list  with 
which  every  Southern  Baptist  could 
agree  totally.  In  fact,  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  feel  a  person  would  be  a 
Christian  who  could  not  subscribe  to 
these  four  bedrock  beliefs.  They  were 
a  belief  in  the  full  humanity  and  deity 
of  Christ,  substitutionary  atonement 
by  Christ  for  the  sins  of  mankind,  jus¬ 
tification  by  God’s  grace  through 
faitli,  and  belief  in  the  bodily  resur¬ 
rection  of  Christ. 

I  believe  I  would  add  a  couple.  They 
would  be  the  virgin  birth  of  Christ 
and  the  triumphant  return  of  Christ. 
Also  I  would  like  to  see  included  such 
concepts  as  baptism  by  immersion  of 
believers  only,  eternal  security  of  the 
believer,  the  Bible  as  the  sole  author¬ 
ity  for  the  Christian  life  and  each  be¬ 
liever  responsible  to  God  alone  for 
his  beliefs.  Now  we  have  10  rather 
than  four  beliefs,  however;  and  very 
likely  every  Southern  Baptist  among 
us  b^evers  in  at  least  six  of  these  10. 
The  problem  is  that  we  can’t  all  agree 
on  \^ch  six  we  feel  are  necessary 
and  which  four  could  be  left  out,  and 
so  we  take  sides. 

When  Draper  came  up  with  his  list, 
the  opinion  was  voiced  by  many  that 
we  all  believe  all  of  those;  but  we 
can’t  afford  to  subscribe  to  them  offi¬ 
cially,  for  to  do  so  would  be  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  creed,  and  we  have  no  creed 


DALLAS  (BP)— Leading  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  are  divided  over  the 
ministry  of  longtime  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  evangelist  James  Robison  and 
his  new  associate,  Milton  Green. 

Robison,  once  known  as  “God’s 
angry  young  man,”  has  swapped  the 
appelation  for  an  emphasis  on  de¬ 
liverance,  healing  and  demons.  Over 
the  past  two  years,  the  James  Robi¬ 
son  Evangelistic  Association  has 
sponsored  seminars  featuring  the 
Bible  teaching  of  Green,  a  one-time 
carpet  cleaner  with  a  ninth  grade 
education  from  Cleveland,  Tenn. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  Pres¬ 
ident  James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Euless, 
Texas,  is  concerned  because  of  what 
he  believes  is  an  extreme  emphasis 
on  the  demonic  and  an  abuse  of  the 
doctrine  of  healing. 

Draper,  also  Robison’s  pastor,  said 
the  controversy  over  the  ministry  of 
Robison  and  Green  has  spread  across 
the  convention  and  “has  divided 
friends  .  . .  has  affected  churches.” 

Critics  of  the  Robison-Green  minis¬ 
try  say  it  includes  charismatic  teach¬ 
ings,  including  emphases  on  healing 
and  demonology  and  an  anti-local 
church,  anti-pastor  bias.  Several 
prominent  SBC  churches— including 
First  Baptist  of  Dallas  and  First 
Southern  Baptist  of  Del  City,  Okla., 
have  cancelled  or  postponed  Robison 
appearances. 

Many  Texas  Baptist  churches  as 
well  as  congregations  in  other  states 
have  been  adversely  affec^,  claim 
their  pastors,  who  are  vocal  in  oppos¬ 
ition  to  the  Robison-Green  seminars. 


By  Toby  Dmin 

William  E.  Bell,  professor  of  bibli¬ 
cal  studies  at  Dallas  Baptist  College 
and  theologian-in-residence  at  Eu¬ 
less  First  Churdh,  and  John  Newport, 
vice  president  for  academic  affairs 
at  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth,  are  critical  of  Green’s  teach¬ 
ings. 

Bell  says  Green  arrives  at  invalid 
doctrinal  assumptions  from  “a  faulty 
interpretation  of  Scripture”  and  a 
“faulty  evaluation  of  presumed  per¬ 
sonal  experience.” 

The  practical  dangers  of  Green’s 
teachings.  Bell  says,  are  that  they 
encourage  adherents  to  shun  modem 
medicine  and  turn  to  (jod  alone  for 
healing.  “This  is  cultic,”  Bell  says. 

Bell  says  the  believer  who  follows 
the  Green  admonitions  about  heal¬ 
ings  and  are  not  healed  tend  to  lose 
faith  altogether.  Believers  also  are 
encouraged  “by  example,  not  pre¬ 
cept,  to  subject  Scripture  to  abso¬ 
lutely  outrageous  interpretations  to 
support  presumed  experience.” 

The  DBC  professor  said  pastors 
and  other  church  leaders  who  are  not 
charismatic  are  vilified  as  Pharisai¬ 
cal,  unbelieving,  satanically  blinded, 
arrogant,  and  ignorant,  thus  under¬ 
mining  their  position  as  spiritual 
leaders  and  encouraging  rebellion 
and  schism  in  the  churches. 

Newport  questions  Green’s  use  of 
the  Scriptures,  which  he  says  is  not 
appropriate:  his  antagonism  toward 
traditional  churches  and  denomina¬ 
tions;  Green’s  seeing  just  one  great 
spiritual  church  with  local  churches 
and  denominations  being  headed  up 
by  people  just  looking  out  for  them¬ 


selves,  and  an  extreme  dualism 
where  the  world  is  overwhelmed  by 
the  denuMiic. 

Newport  adds:  “He  thinks  theolo¬ 
gians,  people  like  I  am,  or  pastors  or 
educated  preachers  are  sort  of  the 
bane  of  (IM.” 

Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of  North 
Phoenix  (Ariz.)  Baptist  Church,  said 
several  members  of  his  church  have 
attended  a  Robison-Green  seminar 
“and  the  immediate  effect  is  that 
they  come  back  judgmental,  criti¬ 
cal.” 

While  Jackson  has  not  attended  a 
seminar,  he  said  he  has  listened  to 
tapes,  heard  reports  from  reliable 
people  who  attended  and  discussed 
them  with  Robison.  The  popular 
preacher  also  compared  some  of 
Green’s  statements  with  similar 
pronouncements  made  in  the  past  by 
Joseph  Smith,  founder  of  the  Mor¬ 
mons,  Christian  Scientist  Mary 
Baker  Ekidy  and  Jehovah’s  Witnes¬ 
ses  founder  Charles  Taze  Russell. 

Jackson  questions  Green’s  method 
of  interpretation  and  conclusions,  but 
said:  “The  thing  that  is  most  devas¬ 
tating  to  me  is  that  within  an  hour  of 
the  opening  of  the  seminars,  the  local 
church  and  all  the  local  diurch  pas¬ 
tors  are  placed  in  quertion  if  not  con¬ 
demnation.  The  statement  is  made 
that  what  you  (the  person  attending 
the  seminar)  have  been  getting  is  de¬ 
ception  and  dishonesty.” 

John  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Houston,  Tex.,  said  there 
“are  some  truths  In  mu^  oc  what  is 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


